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PREFACE. 



This small volume of Sermons owes its 
existence to a desire on the part of its 
author to gratify the wishes of his friends, 
and, by their assistance in its distribution, 
to promote the object for which they were 
preached. 

The language was intended to be plain, 
and the arguments concise and scriptural. 
The motives, duty, interest, and pleasure^ are 
those which, in one form or other, operate 
most powerfully on the heart ; and had they 
full influence in this cause, means would 
be found for Church Building, far more 
abundant than the most sanguine now 
contemplate, even without appealing to the 
legislature for assistance, or appropriating 



via PR£FAC£. 

the funds belonging to the Church from 
their original purpose. 

In the first Sermon it was designed to 
show that by complying with scriptural 
precept, and conforming to scriptural ex- 
ample, the means might be easily found for 
the proposed enlargement of the Church. 

In the second it was urged that as Chris- 
tians, and more particularly as members of 
a Church professing to be in a peculiar 
manner the Church of the Poory it was a 
duty to provide accommodation for the 
poor to have the Gospel preached to them. 

In the third. Scripture and reason were 
adduced to prove that we could not more 
effectually " honour the Lord,' than by 
erecting a temple to his glory, and that 
whatever was devoted to his service would 
assuredly prove a blessing to him who 
devoted it. And, 

In the fourth, it was argued that our 
real pleasure and solid satisfaction^ no less 
than our duty and interest^ called upon us 
for exertion. 

The last was preached on the Sunday 
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previously to pulling down the old church, 
and was intended to refer all that had been 
done, and all that we hoped to do, to Him 
who had put it into the hearts of his peo- 
ple to erect a temple to his glory. 

The object is now nearly accomplished, 
and the present building may afford en- 
couragement to the ministers of religion, 
however humble the situation in the 
Church they fill. When the first sermon 
was preached, the Author had scarcely 
the tacit concurrence of some of those who 
have since been most active in the cause ; 
and it will be seen, by the accompanying 
list of Subscribers, that the noble and 
mighty have now come forward, whilst the 
inhabitants of Hanwell and the neighbour- 
hood, to whom Providence has given the 
means, have, with few exceptions, libe- 
rally aided the committee in their endea- 
vour " to beautify the temple of the Lord 
their Godr 
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SERMON I. 

GENESIS xiv. 20. 

And he gave him tithes of all. 

On a former occasion we referred to the 
faith of Abraham manifested in leaving 
his father's house at the call of God, not 
knowing whither he went, but believing he 
was faithful that promised, and considered 
him as an example to the children of God, 
in that wherever he sojourned, he erected 
an altar, and daily offered up prayers to 
Jehovah for his guidance and protection^ 

In his conduct with regard to Lot we 
were reminded of our duty when those 
around are induced either from self- inter 
rest or unkind feeling to contend with us 
— to yield rather than strive, and to assist 

B 2 



4 SERMON I. 

and benefit to the utmost of our power 
even those who have been ungrateful and 
unkind to us. We now proceed to consi- 
der him in his conduct to Melchizedek 
the priest of the most High God, when he 
met him after the victory over the kings 
who had taken Lot prisoner.* " And Mel- 
chizedek, King of Salem, brought forth 
bread and wine. And he was the priest 
of the most high God, and he blessed him 
and said unto him, Blessed be Abram 
of the most high God, which hath deli- 
vered thine enemies into thine hand ! and 
he gave him tithes of all. 

Although this is the first place in Scrip- 
ture in which the proportion of the offering 
to the means of the individual is stated, 
and the offering of Abram appears per- 
fectly voluntary ; yet we may fairly con- 
ceive that something of this kind was 
customary, but that, owing to the concise- 
ness with which the Scripture narrative is 
related, the institution of it is omitted. 

Whether this be the case or not, we 

* Genesis xiv. 18, 19, 20. 
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find that Abraham^ who is emphatically 
styled the friend of God, the father of the 
faithful, who has been held up for imita- 
tion in all ages as a pattern for believers, 
did dedicate the tithe of his acquisition to 
the glory of his Creator ; and Jacob, his 
grandson, showed that if the tenth was 
not usually the proportion dedicated to 
God, the example of his grandfather was 
not lost upon him, for we read, that when 
about to go to Padan-aram, after leaving 
his father's house, he vowed a vow, say- 
ing,* " If God will be with me, and will 
keep me in this way that I go, and will 
give me bread to eat, and raiment to put 
on, so that I come again to my father's 
house in peace ; then shall the Lord be 
my God, and this stone, which I have set 
for a pillar, shall be God's house, and of 
all that thou shalt give me I will surely 
give the tenth unto thee/' And we find, 
when he returned from Padan-aram, he 
came to the same place, and there dedi- 
cated an altar unto the Lord, and from the 

* Genesis xxviii. 20— -22. 
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character of the patriarch we can hardly 
doubt that he performed the other parts of 
the vow that he had formerly made, and, as 
in the case of Abram, Jehovah accepted 
his offering, and rewarded him for it.* "And 
God appeared unto Jacob again, when he 
came out of Padan-aram, and blessed him. 
And God said unto him, Thy name is 
Jacob — thy name shall not be called any 
more Jacob, but Israel shall be thy name. 
And God said unto him, I am God Al- 
mighty ; be fruitful and multiply ; a na- 
tion, and a company of nations shall be of 
thee, and kings shall come out of thy 
loins, and the land which I gave Abraham 
and Isaac to thee will I give it, and to thy 
seed after thee will I give the land.'* 

Thus we see whether Jacob gave the 
tenth from the custom of those early times, 
or of his own voluntary offering, the bless- 
ing of God accompanied it, and for that 
which he sowed he reaped a hundred fold. 
This proportion of the property was en- 
joined to be offered by the law of Moses. 

* Genesis xxxv. 6, 10, 1 1, 12. 
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Thus in the 27th chapter of Leviticus, 
30th verse, we read, — " All the tithe of 
the land, whether of the seed of the 
land, or of the fruit of the tree, is the 
Lord's; it is holy unto the Lord." It 
appears that among the children of Israel 
there were three kinds of tithes, or three- 
tenths of the produce of the land paid 
from the people — one part to the Le- 
vites, another part for the promotion of 
the glory of God, and a third tenth for 
the assistance or relief of the poor. Of 
the first kind| we read in the 18th chap- 
ter of the book of Numbers, 21st and 24th 
verses, — " And behold I have given the 
children of Levi all the tenth in Israel for 
an inheritance for their service which they 
serve, even the service of the tabernacle 
of the congregation. The tithes of the 
children of Israel, which they offer as an 
heave offering unto the Lord, I have given 
to the Levites to inherit." Of the second 
kind, that intended to promote the glory 
of God, we read in the 14th chapter of 
Deuteronomy, 22, 23, — ** Thou shalt 
truly tithe all the increase of thy seed, that 
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the field bringeth forth year by year. And 
thou shalt eat before the Lord thy God, in 
the place which he shall choose to place his 
name there, the tithe of thy corn, of thy 
w ine, and of th ine oil, and ihejisrtlifjgs of thy 
herds and of thy flocks, that thou mayest 
learn to fear the Lord thy God always." 

Of the third kind, that intended for the 
poor, we read in the 28th and 29th verses 
of the 14th chapter of Deuteronomy, — '* At 
the end of three years thou shalt bring 
forth all the tithe of thine increase the 
same year, and shall lay it up within thy 
gates. And the Levite (because he hath 
no part nor inheritance with thee,) and the 
stranger, and the fatherless, and the 
widow, which are within thy gates, shall 
come, and shall eat and be satisfied ; that 
the Lord thy God may bless thee in all 
the work of thine hand which thou doest." 

We here see that under the Mosaic dis- 
pensation three-tenths, or at the least two- 
tenths, of their annual increase was set 
apart for purposes of piety and benevo- 
lence ; and not only was a tenth of the 
value of the land taken, but three-tenths. 
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or at least two-tenths, of the produce of the 
iandj which must have necessarily amount- 
ed to a much larger sum. 

As there was a blessing attached to the 
bonest payment of tithes, so there was a 
curse attached to the neglect of it. We read 
in the 3rd chapter of Malachi, the 8th 
verse, — the last of the Prophets before the 
appearance of our Lord, — that the neglect 
in this respect was considered as most cri- 
minal. Thus says the Prophet, speaking in 
the name of God, " Will a man rob God ? 
yet ye have robbed me. But ye say 
wherein have we robbed thee ? In tithes 
and offerings. Ye are cursed with a 
curse, for ye have obbed me, even this 
whole nation. Bring ye all the tithes 
into the storehouse, that there may be 
meat in mine house. And prove me now 
herewith, saith the Lord of hosts^ if I 
will not open the windows of heaven and 
pour out a blessing, and there shall not 
be room enough to receive it." 

Our Saviour gives his sanction to this 
duty when he charged the Pharisees with 

B 5 
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their hypocrisy ; ** For ye pay tithe of mint^ 
and anise, and cummin, and have omitted 
the weightier matters of the law, judg- 
ment, mercy, and faith. These ought ye 
to have done and not to leave the other 
undone/' And to the custom St. Paul 
alludes in the 7th chapter of the Epistle 
to the Hebrews, 6th verse, — *^ And verily 
they that are of the sons of Levi, virho 
receive the office of the priesthood, have 
a commandment to take tithes of the peo- 
ple according to the law. And although 
from the circumstance of the Roman go- 
vernment being hostile to the Christian 
religion, and the jealousy with which 
their labours were watched, it was impos- 
sible to propose or establish the same 
custom among the Gentiles, we find the 
Apostle continually urging upon the 
Christian converts the duty of maintaining 
their ministers, and of supporting and as- 
sisting their poorer brethren. Thus in 
the 6th chapter of St. Paul's Epistle to 
the Galatians, 6th verse, — ** Let him that 
is taught in the word communicate unto 
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him that teacheth in all good things." 
And again in the 9th chapter of the 1st 
Epistle to the Corinthians, — " Do ye not 
know that they which minister about holy 
things live of the things of the temple ? 
and they which wait at the altar are par- 
takers with the altar? even so hath the 
Lord ordained that they which preach the 
Gospel should live of the Gospel." And 
our Lord himself, when he sent his Apo- 
stles to preach in the cities of Israel, for- 
bade them to carry gold, or silver, or brass, 
in their purses, or scrip for their journey, 
or two coats, or shoes, or staves, but to 
enter into the houses of those who were 
willing to receive them, and to eat what 
should be set before them, ^^ for the la- 
bourer," says he, *^ is worthy of his hire." 
And that which is remarkable, and 
makes it probable that the appointment of 
tithes was from the earliest ages made by 
God himself, is, that the most barbarous 
nations, and the heathen Greeks and Ro- 
mans, out of a principle of religion, com- • 
mon as it were to all men, often dedicated 
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their tithes to the gods. Laertius says, 
that when Pisistratus wrote to Solon to 
persuade him to return to Athens, he tells 
him that every one there pays the tithes of 
his goods for the offerings of sacrifices to 
the gods. Pliny says, that the Arabian 
merchants who traded in spices, durst 
not sell any till they had paid the tithe to 
their god. And Plutarch, in more cases 
than one, mentions a custom of the Romans 
of offering to the god the tithe of what 
they took from their enemies. 
, ^ As soon as Christianity had become the 
established religion of the Roman Empire, 
we find emperors and kings appropri- 
ating their revenues to the maintenance 
of the ministers, and the keeping up the 
services of religion ; and in our own 
country the kings, in the time of the 
Saxons, appropriated one-tenth of their 
possessions to this purpose, and the nobles 
and possessors of land imitated their ex- 
amples, and thus introduced the system 

which is even at present in operation, 

although in many cases the funds are 
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much diminished, — whereby a minister of 
religion is maintained or partly maintained 
in every parish of the kingdom. 

A letter of King Edgar, who reigned 
more than one thousand years since, proves 
this, in which, amongst other things, he 

says, "Let the great devotion of our ances- 
tors move you. My great grandfather, 
as ye know, gave the tenth part of all 
his lands to churches. My great great 
grandfather, Alfredus, of holy memory, 
thought it not meet to spare his trea- 
sures, his goods, nor costs, nor rents, 
that he might enrich the Church. Ye 
are not ignorant how great things my 
grandfather, the elder Edward, gave to 
enrich the Church ; what gifts my father 
and his brothers did give to enrich the 
Church.'' Thus we see that the piety of 
our ancestors in these early times, before 
Popery, in the corrupt form it afterwards 
assumed, was established in these realms, 
gave up a large portion of their possessions 
to promote, as they believed, the glory of 
God. Whether they did not in some 
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instances exceed the necessary supply, 
and their generosity was not in some cases 
misapplied, it is not for us to say ; if their 
motives were good, the misapplying of 
their gifts is not to be laid to their charge. 
But it is not with a view of discussing 
this that I have introduced this matter 
into the present discourse ; neither is it in 
order to show you that the clergyman has 
a right to his tithes upon as strong, if not 
stronger, ground than any of you can lay 
claim to your estates, even taking the law 
of the realm only for our rule, and saying 
nothing of the law of Christ ; but it is 
rather to correct an error which is too 
prevalent among us, and into which, in 
fact, until we give the subject some con- 
sideration, the best friends of the Church 
are liable to falL I mean the considering 
that when our tithes and rates are paid, 
we have done all that can be expected 
of us, and, in fact, deserve some credit for 
our generosity, when, in feet, we have 
done nothing, we have only paid that 
which was never our own to give-; we 
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have only that negative kind of goodness 
which every honest man has, of paying 
that which he owes, and certainly can 
claim no merit for it. This must be evi- 
dent from a moment's reflection. Are you 
possessors of property ? — you have bought 
your estates, knowing that this payment is 
attached to them, and have, consequently, 
given so much the less for them. Are 
you tenants of the lands of others? — 
you have considered this payment in the 
terms you have made, and are conse- 
quently, if you are wise, paying so much 
the less rent. Whether giving less, or 
more, the minister of God is not supported 
by your piety and your gifts, but by the 
piety and gifts of your ancestors ; and 
some other way must be discovered for you 
to pay tithes, to imitate the example of 
Abraham in the text; of Jacob when 
returning from Padan-aram ; of the faithful 
servants of God in all ages^ before you 
can be free from the charge of Malachi — 
of robbing God, and before you can ex- 
pect to reap the reward of those who 
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honour God. We must, as Solomon says, 
" honour the Lord with our substance^ 
and with the first-fruits of all our increase, 
if we would have our barns filled with 
plenty, and our presses bursting out with 
new wine." We must all of us bring our 
tithes to the storehouse, "if we would 
have the Lord open unto us the windows of 
heaven, and pour us out a blessing, that 
there shall not be room enough to re- 
ceive it. 

It must be evident, from the circum- 
stances before mentioned, that the tithes 
we at present pay cannot be considered 
as anything done by ourselves, and even 
if they were, as we are living in a com- 
mercial country, the tenths taken, as they 
are with us, must fall far short of the fair 
proportion. 

We find that Abraham gave the tenths 
of his gains — he gave him tithes of all ; 
and Jacob vowed, that of all God should 
give him, " I will surely give a tenth 
unto thee;" and a portion of this tenth 
he afterwards employed in building an 
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altar unto the Lord. And can we, my 
brethren, do better than imitate him in 
this respect ? It has often struck me, in 
looking round this temple of God, and 
seeing the walls in the state in which they 
are, and afterwards visiting your private 
houses,how much we were like the unbe- 
lieving Jews, who, whilst they themselves 
were in the enjoyment of every luxury, 
suffered the Son of God to be worshipped 
in a stable. And certainly it is most sur- 
prising, when we consider that we have 
received all that we possess from God, that 
those of us who are rich should for a mo- 
ment hesitate in devoting some of those 
riches which the goodness of God has given 
us to his honour, and while we can spend 
hundreds, and in some instances thou- 
sands, in the improvement of our own pro- 
perty, that when the glory of God is con- 
cerned, and the increase of his temple is 
proposed, we should look with alarm at the 
tens and the units. Were we, my brethren, 
children of the faithful Abraham, were we 
sincere followers of the patriarchs, were 
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we Christians indeed, acting up to our 
professions! should we not have been doing 
while we have been talking, and even now, 
preparations, at least, be making for the 
reception of the poor and the needy, and 
those that are out of the way, into the house 
of their heavenly Father?" Could we but, as 
a congregation, resolve, for one year only, 
to give our tenths unto the Lord, to pro- 
mote his glory, all, nay, more than all, we 
have wished would be accomplished. The 
rich, as Christians, are bound to dedicate 
their riches to make spiritual provision 
for their poorer brethren ; and the poorest 
should be unwilling that the opportunity 
should be lost of promoting the glory of 
God, and consequently gaining the reward 
that he has promised; and they should 
be the more ready to do this, since the 
provision that is to be made is principally 
on their own account. Whatever the ap- 
parent difficulties may be, we perceive, 
my brethren, that we have only to act 
up to our Christian duties, and pro- 
vision for this, as well as other matters 
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which have a claim upon our consideration 
will be easily made. 

The advantage of putting aside a pro* 
portion of our increase is great : it in- 
duces us to economize our resources to 
meet that which we regard as our duty, 
and gives us the opportunity, with- 
out interfering with our other engage- 
ments, of often enjoying a luxury to which 
no other can compare — ^the luxury of 
doing good ; and it has this other advan- 
tage likewise, that each gives according to 
his ability : and thus, the. shilling of the 
servant, and the penny of the child, is 
not lost, whilst the large sum of the rich 
man is given according to his means ; — 
the widow's mite is received and blessed 
as well as the store of the wealthy. 

It may at the first moment appear sin- 
gular, that the servant or the child should 
be referred to at all. It may be said that the 
one cannot be expected to give out of her 
hard-earned gains ; and that the child is 
too young to know the purpose for which 
it is given, or to feel any pleasure in 
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giving. What the Apostle Paul thought 
with regard to the labourer, may be 
gathered from the 4th chapter of the 
epistle to the Ephesians, the 28th verse, 
when writing of those who must have been 
even in a lower condition than the honest 
labourer. " Let him that stole, steal no 
more, but rather let him labour, working 
with his hands the thing which is good, 
that he may have to give to him that 
needeth.'' 

And why, it may be asked, should the 
servant be deprived of the privilege, for pri- 
vilege it is, of promoting the honour and 
glory of God ? And with regard to our 
children, those know little of them, who 
think they are not, even from the earliest 
age, capable of being impressed with that 
which is good and praiseworthy. I remem- 
ber an instance of this in my own case, 
which, for the sake of your children, I will 
repeat, and doubtless, your own experience 
will supply you with instances of the 
same kind. One of the earliest impres- 
sions, when a mere child, on my mind, 
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was the circumstance of my aged grand- 
father, on an occasion of some charitable 
purpose being presented to him, saying, 
"I shall give two-pence per week for 
this child; for although he cannot fully 
understand the purpose for which it is 
given, neither does he know the value of 
money, yet it will teach him to be gene- 
rous." Through my life, my friends, the 
impression has not been lost ; and although 
I have never yet had it in my power to 
be generous, in the common acceptation 
of the word, yet from that time the scene 
has been before me ; during my boyhood, 
until this day, this remark has not been 
forgotten ; and those few words have been 
the means of promoting my own individual 
happiness, more than had he left me thou- 
sands of gold and silver. 

Whilst, therefore, we call upon every 
individual to devote a portion of his 
meanSf in imitation of Abraham and of 
Jacob, to the promotion of the glory of 
God, we believe, upon the authority of 
the word of God, as well as our own ex- 
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periencei that we are asking you to do that 
which will best secure your own happiness 
and prosperity. We ask it not for your 
clergy, or our motives might be suspected. 
Thanks to the piety of our ancestors, one 
has been provided for without any charge 
upon your funds ; and the blessing of God 
upon the labour of the hands of the 
other enables him to say, with the apo- 
stle Paul, ^^ I will not be burdensome 
to any of you : I seek not yours, but 
you." It is the glory of God, and your 
happiness, temporal and eternal, that 
above all things we desire. 

In the observations made upon th6 
conduct of Abraham, it has been my 
endeavour concisely to state the practice 
adopted in the Jewish Church, and indeed 
in the Church of /God through all ages* 
The more diligently you search the word 
of God, the more will you be convinced 
of the duty which I have endeavoured to 
impress upon you. It is for yourselves 
to decide whether you will imitate the 
exapfiple of those who, in this respect, ob- 
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tained the approbation of God, and were 
blessed ; or be amongst the number of 
those who disregard his command, and 
whose treasures corrupt, and prove a curse 
rather than a blessing to their possessors. 
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The blind receive their sights and the lame 
walk, the lepers are cleansed, and the 
deaf hear ^ the dead are raised up, and 
the poor have the gospel preached to 
them. 

It was foretold by the prophets who 
preceded the gospel dispensation^ that the 
miracles which are related in the verse 
from which our text is taken, should cha- 
racterize the gospel times ; thus, in the 
29th chapter of Isaiah, the 18th verse, we 
read, " In that day shall the deaf hear 
the words of the book, and the eyes of 
the blind shall see out of obscurity, and 
out of darkness. The meek, also, shall 
increase their joy in the Lord, and the 
poor among men shall rejoice in the Holy 

c 2 
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One of Israel/' And again, chapter xxxv. 
5, 6 : *^ Then shall the eyes of the blind 
be opened, and the ears of the deaf shall 
be unstopped. Then shall the lame man 
leap as an hart, and the tongue of the 
dumb shall sing." And our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ applied these pro- 
phecies to himself, when in the synagogue 
at Nazareth he found the place where it 
was written, " The Spirit of the Lord is 
upon me, because he hath anointed me to 
preach the gospel to the poor : he hath 
sent me to heal the broken-hearted, to 
preach deliverance to the captives, and 
recovering of sight to the blind, to set at 
liberty them that are bruised."* 

The performance of well-attested mira- 
cles has ever been considered a proof of 
intercourse with heaven; and the proof 
seems perfect when the performance of 
those miracles has been previously pre- 
dicted. For it may be well assumed that 
the laws of nature cannot be changed 
unless by the permission of the God of 

* Luke iv. 18. 
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nature, and that it would be impossible 
to predict that an event should take place 
at a particular time, in a peculiar manner, 
unless he who knows and rules all things 
had enabled the mind to foresee it. 

The evidence of the truth of Christi- 
anity, as derived from prophecy and 
miracles, has on other occasions engaged 
our attention. We shall at the present 
time rather consider the peculiar cha- 
racteristic of Christianity as described in 
the text. " The poor have the gospel 
preached to them." 

The slightest acquaintance with the 
history of the past shows us that in all 
ages mankind have been divided into the 
great classses of the rich and the poor : 
the rich, possessing all the privileges of 
the state under which they have lived ; 
the poor, unprivileged, and the majority 
of them doing little more than vegetating 
upon the soil they cultivated. The ear- 
liest records place man in the two-fold 
situation of the rulers and the ruled : a 
single individual with his few favourites, 
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or a privileged class of nobles lioldiiig the 
test of mankind under the most grinding 
and oppressive tyranny, and considering 
them only as the slaves of their dominion, 
or the ministers of their pleasures. And 
if the government was divided amongst a 
greater nnmber of individuals, and was 
what in these days would be called more 
liberal, it was only the exchange of 
masters with a new name, and the tyranny 
became more severe as there were more 
to exercise it, and more obnoxious because 
it assumed the name of liberty. Neither 
was the case much improved when the 
learned had influence in the government, 
for the learning they possessed served in 
a great measure to darken knowledge ; and 
however much the priest and the philo- 
sopher might themselves be inclined to 
investigate the truth, and enabled, in 
some cases to obtain a glimmering of 
light, their light and knowledge were 
employed only to obscure the minds of 
others ; and while they professed in their 
mysteries to be acquainted with the true 
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character of the Deity, they misled the 
minds of the multitude by the delusions 
of a false mythology, and made the truths 
of religion a mere tool for the promotion 
of political subservience. The schools 
of the philosophers were only opened to 
the rich who were enabled to pay for their 
instruction, or, which amounted to the 
same thing, to those whose time was suffi- 
ciently disengaged from the duties of life 
to be able to attend them. The poor 
man, who had his daily bread to procure 
by the sweat of his brow, could not pos- 
sibly be numbered amongst either of 
these classes, and, therefore, the know- 
ledge of that day was excluded from his 
attainment. 

The Jewish dispensation had provided, 
in some measure, for the instruction of 
the poor, by the appointment of the sab- 
bath, in which, as it was forbidden for 
man to work, the poorest had leisure 
given him for the duties of religion ; and 
by the institution of the three solemn 
festivals, in which every man had to 
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appear at Jerusalem, it was impossible 
that the knowledge of the Divine Being 
could be altogether obliterated. Never- 
theless, from the numerous sacrifices 
which were eujoined to be offered, the 
distance of the temple from many of their 
abodes, the corruptions which in latter times 
crept into their church, when the scribes, 
and pharisees, instead of setting an ex- 
ample of humility and good feeling, chose 
for themselves the uppermost places in 
the synagogues, and disregarded the feel- 
ings and welfare of any but themselves, 
the poor were but too little cared for, and 
it is consequently to be feared, the in- 
structions of the Jewish teachers had but 
little effect upon their principles and upon 
their general conduct. 

It was left for the last glorious dispen- 
sation which the Divine Being has chosen 
to institute, to afford to the poor, from its 
commencement, the grand and glorious 
privileges of the sons of God. It was 
among the poor that God himself chose to 
make his first appearance ; and although 
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angels attended him at his birth, and the 
heavenly host sang in celebration of that 
event,* " Glory to God in the highest, on 
earth peace, good will toward men," he 
nevertheless condescended to make a 
manger his cradle, to dwell in the family 
of a poor carpenter ; and although gover- 
nor of all worlds, to put off his glory, 
and sojourn for thirty years in the abode 
of his poor and despised mother. 

It was from among the poor and un- 
instructed that he chose his disciples. 
Peter and Andrew, James and John, were 
poor fishermen, the sons of fishermen, and 
Matthew was a collector of taxes. The 
attendants upon his ministry were gene- 
rally from among the poor ; for although, 
in some few instances, we find the chief 
among the Jews, as Nicodemus and others, 
came to him, anxious to learn from him 
of his doctrine; yet it was but seldom 
that the chief priests and scribes came to- 
gether, excepting for the purpose of catch- 
ing him in his talk, that they might have 

* Luke ii. 14. 
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grounds whereon to accuse him to their 
governor, and condemn him to death. It 
was these poor and uninstructed Gali- 
leans, on whom the Spirit was poured out 
on the day of Pentecost, and who spake 
with tongues, so that Jews assembled from 
every nation under heaven heard them 
speak in their own language in which they 
were bom the wonderful works of God. 
It was by these humble instruments that 
the Christian religion was first propa- 
gated, which went on conquering and to 
conquer, until the corruptions of the 
Romish Church on the one side, and the 
delusions of the false prophet on the other, 
darkened the brightness of that religion 
which God had sent his Son and Spirit to 
come down upon earth to propagate and ex*- 
tend. But these corruptions were predict- 
ed in the book of the Revelation, and only 
afford an additional proof that the Bible is 
verily and indeed the Word of God. 

The same book, which is thus proved to 
be inspired by the events that have actually 
taken place, with no less authority de- 
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clares,* " that the earth shall be full of the 
knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover 
the sea." The means which are chosen for 
the accomplishment of this prophecy are for 
the most part natural. We cannot now 
expect that the Spirit will descend upon 
us as in the day of Pentecost, and enable 
us to speak in the various languages of 
the earth ; but the ministers of the gospel 
ever carry with them the promise made by 
the Saviour himself to his apostles just 
before his ascension, f** Lo, I am with you 
alway, even unto the end of the world !" 
and they may with confidence hope that 
the Holy Spirit will carry home the word 
spoken, and influence the hearts of their 
hearers, without which influence a Paul 
might plant, and ApoUos water in vain. 

But the ministers of the gospel cannot 
effectually aid in this grand cause, unless 
they have an opportunity of addressing the 
language with which all are acquainted to 
the people — and the opportunity cannot be 
given unless a place be prepared in which 

* Isaiah xi. 9. f M.&iU xxviii. 20. 
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their address may be made. The bulk of 
every population must consist of the poor, 
and therefore it is in the highest degree 
necessary that means should be adopted 
for the gospel to be preached to the poor, 
in order that the great design which God 
had in view in the Salvation of mankind 
may be accomplished. It therefore be- 
comes an imperative duty upon every man 
who desires that the knowledge of the 
Lord should cover the earth, to assist in 
providing means for the poor to hear the 
gospel. 

The zeal of the first converts led them 
to form churches in almost every town of 
the Roman empire and the then known 
world; and no sooner had Christianity 
overspread the worlds and the government 
itself become Christian, when means were 
adopted not only for its universal preach- 
ing, but for the universal continuance of 
that preaching by the institution of funds 
for supporting it ; pious kings and pious 
men, in our own as well as in other coun* 
tries, apportioned a certain part of the 
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land, and the produce of that land, for the 
support of the ministers, the repair of the 
edifices of the church, and for promoting 
the temporal and spiritual welfare of the 
poor of the districts in which the churches 
were built. The possessors of the land in 
those early periods of our history, as well 
as their successors after them, held their 
lands with a perfect understanding that 
these claims were attached to them ; and 
it was not until a few years since that the 
spirit of liberalism and infidelity, goaded 
on by avarice, have become so strong, that 
any decided steps have been taken in op- 
position to these claims. 

It is then upon this principle that the 
Church is established. A provision has 
been made — an ample provision, had not 
the hands of rapacity and violence directed 
it from its religious to secular purposes — 
for the ministers of the gospel, for the 
preaching of the gospel to the poor, and for 
the building and repairing of those build- 
ings in which that gospel can be heard 
And this, my brethren, is the glory of our 
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Church, that while, in other modes of 
worship which are supported by volun- 
tary contributions, the poor can only go 
upon sufferance, since others have con- 
tributed to the raising of the build- 
ing, and are still by their subscriptions 
paying for the continuance of the worship, 
they can enter the Church of England 
by right, and have as good a claim to sit 
within her walls as the richest and 
mightiest in the land — since her worship is 
provided for from funds which have been 
appropriated to her ; and it is not because 
we give much or give little, that we can 
claim a seat, since that which we give is 
not our own but hers, which we return to 
its right owner ; but we claim it indi- 
vidually, because we, whether rich or poor, 
are members of her communion^ and have 
soul^ to be saved ; and it is on this account 
that she is called, and deservedly called, 
the church of the poor; and thus the 
grounds upon which she principally de- 
pends for support are, that in her '^ the 
poor have the gospel preached to them." 



SERMON II* 39 

In all possessing the same right in 
her worship, she has the authority of 
the apostle himself to support her ; as St. 
JameSy in his Epistle, writes, '^ My 
brethren, have not the faith of our Lord 
Jesus Christ with respect to persons ; 
for if there come unto your assembly a 
man with a gold ring in goodly apparel, 
and there come in also a poor man in vile 
raiment ; and ye have respect to him that 
weareth the gay clothing, and say unto 
him, Sit thou here in a good place ; and 
say to the poor. Stand thou there, or 
sit here under my footstool ; are ye 
not, then, partial in yourselves, and 
are become judges of evil thoughts?" 
Hearken, my beloved brethren : Hath 
not God chosen the poor of this world rich 
in faith, and heirs of the kingdom which 
he hath promised to them that love him ? 
But ye have despised the poor.'* And 
again : " If you fulfil the royal law accord- 
ing to the Scripture, Thou shalt love thy 
neighbour as thyself, ye do well ; but if 
ye have respect to persons, ye commit sin, 
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and are convinced of the law as transgres- 
sors/' And as St Peter declares, in the 
Acts of the Apostles, " God is no respecter 
of persons ;" so St Paul, in his Epistle to 
the Ephesians, says, there is no respect of 
persons with him. And had not this been 
declared in the book of inspiration, our 
reason would have been sufficient to con- 
vince us of the fact; for although, when 
we look at men in general, we may feel, and 
properly feel, different degrees of respect 
to different individuals and different ranks 
of society, yet, in comparison of the Being 
who maketh the clouds his chariots, and 
rideth upon the wings of the wind, who 
roeasureth the waters in the hollow of his 
hand, and meteth out heaven with a span 
*— of that Beincf who has at a word created 
thousands of worlds like our own, and 
made every leaf and every drop of water 
teem with life and animation, we feel that 
the distinctions among mankind are too in- 
significant to be regarded in the compari- 
son ; and this distinction becomes still more 
imperceptible when we consider that, how- 
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ever we may differ in our outward happi- 
ness, however much the one may ex- 
ceed the other in a worldly point of view, 
we are all, rich and poor, high and low, 
upon an equality in the grand and only 
point worthy of consideration — the immor- 
tal soul. The salvation of this should 
engage our chief attention, as well for our- 
selves as our neighbours, since the soul 
once lost is lost for ever, and all the 
riches that this world, or a thousand worlds 
beside, might contain would be utterly in- 
adequate to compensate for its loss. There 
is only one method whereby the soul of 
every man, if saved at all, must be saved, 
that is, by the name of the Lord Jesus. 
The grand means which God has chosen 
for bringing sinners to the cross of Christ, 
is the preaching of the gospel ; this being 
the case, our reason would agree with the 
principles laid down by the first preachers 
of the gospel, and assumed by the Church 
of England, that in the temple of God all 
are upon an equality, and that the rich 
have no claim which the poor man does 
not likewise possess. 
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• 

From these general principles let us, my 
brethren, for a few moments, refer to our 
own particular case. Your hearts were, 
on the last occasion of assembling here, 
cheered by the prediction that the earth 
shall be full of the knowledge of the Lord 
as the waters cover the sea. You were then 
reminded that you had it in your power to 
aid in the accomplishment, by each one, in 
the sphere in which he is placed, contri- 
buting to the spread of the gospel of 
Christ ; and you responded to the call 
then made on behalf of the education of 
the children of your village school, by 
making, although some of those who 
usually contribute were away, a much 
larger collection than has been usually 
made.* So far, my brethren, you have done 
well. You have lately, too, added to your 
church an instrument whereby a very 
important part of the service of the church 
has been improved, and you have just 
made an addition to the burial-ground, 
all of which have necessarily been calls 

* Sermon preached by the Rev. E. Murray, A.M., 
Vicar of Northolt, for the Hanwell National School. 
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upon your liberality ; but if you were se- 
parately asked if you regretted the money 
that you have contributed, I can believe 
each one would answer in the negative. 
And here I feel, in mentioning these in- 
stances of your inclinations, I am only ac- 
tuated by the desire of showing that there 
is evidently no disinclination to assist in 
doing that which may be necessary for 
the decencies of religion ; and that if you 
have been, or are still, in any way guilty 
of the sin of opposing the cause of religion 
by preventing the preaching of the gospel 
to the poor, it is rather through ignorance 
than intention. Stilly from whatever cause 
it proceeds^ such it is to be feared is the 
case. We are professors of a religion, a 
fundamental principle of which is, that to 
the poor the gospel is preached, and yet 
where are the poor ? We are members of 
an establishment whose advocates are con- 
tinually supporting it upon the ground 
that it is in a peculiar manner the church 
of the poor, and yet we have no place in 
which the poor can be accommodated* 



44 SERMON II. 

Did the enemies of our religion and our 
church want an instance to show incon- 
sistency between theory and practice in 
religion, might they not come among 
us and see it ? Might they not say, '' You 
profess to be Christians ? but the men with 
the gold ring and goodly apparel not only 
occupy the chief seats, but almost the whole 
of them. You profess to have a church 
for the accommodation of the poor, yet 
you intrench yourselves in the pews, which 
your power and influence have given you, 
and care not for the accommodation of those 
who have as much right to be accommo- 
dated as yourselves." Might they not say, 
'* If you call yourselves Christians, act as 
becometh Christians. If you call your- 
selves members of the Establishment, act 
not upon the principle of the voluntary 
societies, who have at least the honesty 
to claim only that for which they have 
paid, or for which they annually sub- 
scribe.** 

Let not our object, however, be mis- 
understood ; we have a duty to perform to 
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ourselves as well as to others, and we have 
a right to provide for our own and our own 
house. *' For if any provide not for his 
own/' says the apostle, '^ and specially for 
those of his own house, he hath denied the 
faith, and is worse than an infidel.'' We 
do right, then, in providing for ourselves, 
our children, and our servants ; but we do 
wrong in neglecting the poor, and, by our 
neglect in providing for their accommoda- 
dation, driving them to consort with sinful 
and wicked companions, where the name of 
God is not heard except to be blasphemed. 

Common honesty, my brethren, should 
make us endeavour to provide for them, 
consistency as churchmen should urge us 
to act up to our profession ; but our duty 
as Christians, our love to our brethren, as 
children of our heavenly Father who sent 
his Son to die for them as well as for our- 
selves, our anxiety for the welfare of their 
immortal souls, should unite us to im- 
mediate exertion, for adopting the means 
to promote their eternal salvation. 

We have now endeavoured to show 
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you that it is your duty, as Christians, to 
provide additional church accommodation 
for the poor ; hereafter we hope to prove 
that your own interest and welfare call 
upon you for exertion ; and at some 
future time to convince you that you 
cannot secure to yourselves solid satis- 
faction, and real pleasure and joy, more 
effectually than by contributing, and that 
liberally, in aid of the object we have 
in view. And if we are able to convince 
you that duty^ interest^ and real pleasure 
may be thus combined, it will then only 
remain for us to appeal to your good 
sense^ even without reference to higher 
motiveSy which your own hearts will sug- 
gest, to induce you to consider how much, 
rather than how little^ you can give in 
furtherance of the undertaking. 

We have designedly, my brethren, read 
the language addressed to you, from this 
place, two years ago. Since that time many 
have most liberally come forward ; and 
although they may not have agreed with the 
sentiments herein contained, they have all 
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shown that their feeling with regard to the 
best interests of the poor, is generous and 
right. When others have so well done 
their duty, it becomes you to look to your- 
selves, and especially those who are, after 
all, the most interested in the alteration. 
When it was first proposed, it was thought 
that another gallery would be a sufficient 
enlargement for the wants of the poor; 
enquiry soon convinced us that this would 
not suffice ; a greater enlargement was then 
thought of, in order to accommodate those 
who were not classed among the poor, 
but who are considered entitled to sittings. 
After deliberation, you have wisely re- 
solved that the fabric shall be entirely 
reconstructed. We have now only to 
entreat you to enable those who have the 
arrangement of the plans, to build a 
temple worthy of Him to whose honour 
it is to be dedicated ; and that after 
you have contributed according to your 
own means, you will, by your exertions 
amongst your friends, each one in his 
sphere, for all of you have influence, still 
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add to that fund which is to he devoted to 
the service of your Almighty Benefactor. 
Then shall we no longer he deservedly re- 
proached with regard to our own houses, 
while we n^lect the temple of God. Then 
may we expect the blessing of Him, who 
says, '' Them who honour me, I will ho- 
nour." And when, my brethren, the work 
is completed, forgetting all our little differ- 
ences of opinion which so often arise in this 
world of imperfections, we will unite in the 
song of the heavenly host, when He who 
came to preach the gospel to the poor, 
descended below ; *' Glory to Grod in the 
highest, peace on earth, good will toward 
men,** 
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PROVERBS iii. 9, 10. 



'* Honour the Lord with thy substance, and 
with the first fruits of all thine increase. 
So shall thy barns be filled with plenty^ 
and thy presses shall burst out with new 



wine.'* 



There is nothing more convincing to the 
unprejudiced reader of the Word of God 
that its author is the all-wise and omni- 
potent Jehovah, than the intimate know- 
ledge it shows of the workings of the 
human heart, and the various motives it in 
consequence presents to the performance 
of that which is right ; while, on the other 
hand, the reluctance to be led by those 
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motives in the path that God intended, or 
the perversion of the motives to unhal- 
lowed and worldly ends, is an equally con- 
vincing proof of the depravity of the 
human heart. God implanted in man- 
kind the love of knowledge ; Satan per- 
verted the inclination, and turned it into 
sin. Our first parents plucked the fruit of 
that tree which God had forbidden them to 
touch, and thus sin with all its attendant 
woes entered, where it was intended that 
holiness and purity should for ever dwell. 
God placed man on earth, as in a state 
of probation, that he might become more 
and more like himself — an object worthy 
of his highest ambition, had he rightly 
pursued it. Ye shall be as gods^ was the 
exclamation of the arch tempter. Our 
first parents fell into the snare, disobeyed 
their Creator, in order to attain an end 
which they so much desired — and de- 
servedly became objects of the just dis- 
pleasure of their offended Maker, and of 
malicious scorn to him who had seduced 
them from their allegiance and hap- 
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piness. After the fall, God appointed 
sacrifices to propitiate his favour. Cain 
slew his brother over the altar he had 
raised ; envious that Abel's sacrifice was 
accepted, whilst his own was not, he 
murdered him whom he was bound to 
love, and thus shut himself out from those 
blessings which he might otherwise have 
gained. Abraham and Lot continued to 
live together in friendship until God had 
blessed them, and made them prosperous : 
this very prosperity caused their separa- 
tion, and resulted in Lot's choice of the 
land of Sodom and Gomorrah, which God 
for its wickedness soon destroyed with fire 
and brimstone, whilst Lot himself scarcely 
escaped with his life from its destruction. 
We have but to peruse the scriptures care- 
fully to see this perversion of motives conti- 
nually exercised, and even a little know- 
ledge of the human heart is sufficient to 
show us how far in this respect it has de- 
parted from its original righteousness. 

The sentiment contained in the text 
may be perverted in the same manner 
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but it is no less our duty to bring it before 
you, and leave the operation to him who 
seeth not as man seeth^ but maketh even 
the wickedness of man to praise him. 

In our further observations on the words 
of the text, we shall consider, 

I. The duty enjoined — Honour the 
Lord. 

2. The means — ^With thy substance, and 
with the first fruits of all thine increase. 

3. The reward promised — So shall thy 
barns be filled with plenty, and thy presses 
shall burst out with new wine. And 

Lastly — The method by which this duty 
may be, in our own case, most effectually 
performed. 

Let us consider in the first place the 
duty enjoined — Honour the Lord. Here 
seems a difficulty at the commencement. 
How is it possible, it may be asked, for 
us, feeble and insignificant as we are, to 
honour him who is the Lord of heaven and 
earth ? — how can we do any thing worthy 
of the acceptance of Him who says, "All the 
beasts of the forest are mine, and the cattle 
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upon a thousand hills ;" and this objection 
would be a valid one, if we did not find, 
both from scripture and from reason, that 
the superior, however exalted he may be, 
may be honoured by the inferior. The 
child is early taught to honour the parent 
who has given him birth : ** Honour 
thy father and thy mother, that thy days 
may be long in the land which the Lord 
thy God giveth thee :" and this word 
is used again by the apostle Peter in his 
Epistle, in which he says, '^ Honour all 
men; fear God; honour the king." We thus 
see that as the superior by condescension 
can honour the* inferior, who looks up to 
him for support, — so the inferior, by atten- 
tion and service, can pay honour to one 
placed infinitely above him. Our Saviour 
speaks of honour, both as applied to Him- 
self and to his Father, in the 5th chap- 
ter of John, verse 22 : — " For the Father 
judgeth no man, but hath committed all 
judgment unto the Son, that all men 
should honour the Son, even as they 
honour the Father. He that honoureth 



56 SERMON lU. 

not the Sod, honoureth not the Father 
which hath sent him ;" — and be complains 
of the Jews who had said he had a de?il. 
*^ Jesus answered, I have not a devil, but I 
honour my Father, and ye do disbonoor 
me/' And Isaiah, in his 29tb chapter, 13th 
verse, says, " Wherefore the Lord saidj 
Forasmuch as this people draw near me 
with their mouth, and with their lips do 
honour me, therefore will I proceed to do 
a marvellous thing among this people/' 
Thus we see that we can honour God by 
our devotion and service, and by the con- 
secration of ourselves to him. And this 
leads me to consider, in tbe second place, 
the means of fulfilling the duty enjoined 
in the text — •* Honour the Lord with thy 
substance, and with the first-fruits of all 
thine increase." 

It has been with truth remarked, that 
he who attacks a man's purse is in a fair 
way to lose his friendship. Fair speeches 
and soft expressions are made use of in 
abundance; and if the language of the 
lips were the test of the feeling of the 
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heart, our friends would be almost as 
numerous as our acquaintance, and honest 
poverty would only have to make known 
its wants to have them immediately re- 
lieved ; but such is not the case — that 
which has in many instances been with 
difficulty earned, is with equal difficulty 
resigned ; even if we are disposed to be- 
stow it with liberality on that which our 
own selfishness may require, it is grasped 
with vigilant tenacity when others are to 
be the recipients ; and nothing but sincere 
friendship, or a real feeling for distress, 
will induce the man whom the world calls 
prudent, to part with that which is so 
much prized, and which more or less all 
covet and admire* He who knowpth the 
heart, and what is in man, therefore 
applies this test. He asks not for the sa- 
crifice of the lips, or the offerings of the 
mouth, but the free-will offerings of the 
heart ; and in order to show that this is 
really given, he demands that we surren- 
der unto him (yur substance^ a portion of 
our property and gains. " Honour the Lord 
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with thy substance, and with the first fruits 
of all thine increase/* Here, my brethren, 
is a direct command, it is not left to our 
option ; for, although a promise is annexed 
to it of a most influential kind, the com- 
mand would be equally binding had not 
the promise been thus annexed ; but 
God in his mercy never requires any duty 
for which he does not in some way or other 
provide its appropriate reward. The latter 
part of the command shows in what manner 
it can be best carried into effect ; " Honour 
the Lord with thy substance, and with the 
Jirst fruits of all thine increased God is 
not a hard master, he only requires a 
portion of that all of which he has given : 
and surely, my friends, if we rightly con- 
sider it, gratitude will compel us to come 
forward in obedience to the command, 
when the glory of God is the object in 
view. If we for one instant take a re- 
trospect of our life, and view how, under 
different circumstances, God has appeared 
for us and blessed us, we surely cannot 
hesitate to obey his commands, and thus 
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prove our gratitude to him who has given 
unto us life and breathy and all things. 
And here I would for one moment turn to 
an objection which I find often made, often 
probably from principle, but whether so 
or not, it has generally the effect of closing 
the purse-strings against the calls of 
charity and the claims which our heavenly 
Benefactor has upon us. We must be 
Justf it is said, before we are generous ; a 
juster proposition was never made, and if 
carried out with a proper regard to the 
claims of all, nothing can be more in 
accordance with the command in the text. 
For what is justice but the rendering to 
every one that which is his due ? Apply 
the principle, God is the giver of all things 
we possess ; he has a right to state his 
own claims firsts and to have those claims 
satisfied; and these claims are, the first 
fruits of all thine increase. Have we, my 
brethren, complied with these claims; 
have we consecrated the first fruits of our 
gains to him to whom they are undoubt- 
edly due; have we, during our lives, or 
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during the last five years, or even during 
the last year, examined our increase, and 
given a just portion to God ? If not, let 
us not talk or think of our generosity, 
let us not talk of our regard for justice ; 
the word may issue from our lips, but our 
consciences, if we let them speak, will tell 
us that we are ungrateful as well as unjust. 

Our heavenly Father has, however, not 
left us with a bare command, he has added 
a blessing to the right performance of our 
duty, which* leads us to consider, in the 
third place, the reward promised — " So 
shall thy bams be filled with plenty, and thy 
presses shall burst out with new wine." 

These expressions of course refer to a 
state of temporal prosperity, the attain- 
ment of which is ever a subject of 
anxiety ; and however paradoxical it may 
appear, there is no doubt, that if the life 
and actions of men could be investigated, 
the reward would be seen to follow in 
this, as decidedly as in other cases. 
The word of God is invaluable in this re- 
spect, that its attentive perusal opens to 
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US the human heart, with all its changes 
and motives ; and we find, the more we ex- 
amine, the more evident its truths become. 
" It is more blessed to give than to receive.'^ 
says our Saviour : the world laughs at the 
idea; and it is not until we weigh well 
the feelings — put into one scale the en- 
joyment giving affords, and find that 
there is real luxury in doing good ; and in 
the other, the dependence, the reception of 
favours implies, and the obligations it 
imposes, that we find our Lord's maxim 
embued with the highest wisdom, and the 
deepest insight into the heart of man. 
" Blessed are the meek^^ says our Saviour : 
the man of spirit, as heiscalled, laughs at it 
as folly, but the principle is no less true, 
and the meek man is no less blessed ; and 
although we cannot, perhaps, understand 
how giving our property away on the one 
hand is to ensure the increase of it on the 
other, still, reasoning from analogy, we 
may show that it is not contrary to experi- 
ence, and we have here revelation strongly 
insisting upon the fact. 
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Nothing is more common than for a man 
to speculate on the increase of his gains 
by the outlay of a part of that which he 
already possesses. Thus we see the hus- 
bandman cast into the ground the tender 
seed, relying upon the Lord of the har- 
vest to give him an abundant crop. The 
merchant consigns his bark laden with 
goods to the treacherous deep, in the full 
belief that He who ruleth the wind and the 
seas will bring it again favourably into 
port. They will both tell you they act from 
experience — the experience of ages as well 
as their own. The man of property en- 
trusts bis wealth to the state, assured that 
at the close of the year he shall receive an 
increase from its use ; and if you ask him 
the ground of his confidence, he will teli 
you that the honour and credit of his coun- 
try is pledged to its payment, and of the 
fulfilment of that pledge he has no doubt. 
The outlay of a part of our property for 
the acquisition of more, is then by no 
means uncommon ; the great difference is 
that, in the one case, we are induced 
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to act thus, relying on the experience of 
ourselves or others. In th^ case before us, 
we have to place faith on the declaration 
of the word of God ; and although this 
view may at first appear a singular one, 
we shall, with a little consideration, per- 
ceive that it calls into exercise two of the 
most important principles of our religion, 
faith and obedience^ Bt the same time that 
it should fill us with gratitude to him who 
ever rewards faithful duty in his service. 
God seems to love to represent himself as 
a Father, and the more we regard him in 
this relation, and compare him with this 
interesting earthly friend, the more en- 
dearing will his character become, and the 
more, perhaps, shall we be reconciled to 
this view of the subject. Let us suppose 
that one of you, an earthly parent, give to 
his child a quantity of toys, or anything 
that he may value, with this proviso, in 
order to encourage fraternal affection, that 
he shall give a portion of that which either 
now or at any other time he may receive 
to his younger brother ; and, by way of sti- 
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mulating to its performance^ promises to 
reward him in proportion to the liberality 
with which he acts — should we complain 
of the father for encouraging virtue in the 
child by hope of reward, or blame the 
child for putting implicit reliance in his 
father's word ; or should we doubt that if 
he acted according to his father's wishes, 
the reward would come, and the character 
of the child be improved? Would not 
affectionate conduct to his brother be con- 
nected with gratitude to his parent, and 
thus faith in his father's word, obedience 
to his father's command, and fraternal 
duty, and affection, grow up together ? and 
if the father had required the offering to 
be made to himself, the case would be no 
further altered than that the principles of 
faith and obedience would be intimately 
connected with duty and devotion to the 
parent. We have only to carry out this 
view to our Father which is in heaven, 
and we shall perceive that as faith in the 
promises of eternal reward produces oAe- 
dience and holiness^ so faith in the pro- 
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raises of this temporal reward, if properly 
exercised, produces like feeling, and thus 
the same principles, in kind if not in de- 
gree, are in operation, although the pro- 
mises in the one case are temporal, and in 
the other eternal. And what an encou- 
ragement is this promise to us to perform 
our offerings to the Almighty even under 
difficulties. We may look upon our chil- 
dren with anxiety, and feel for a moment 
that we are giving to others that which we 
ought to save for them ; but our heavenly 
Father, who loves us more than the most 
tender parent can love his children, meets 
us here and assures us that we cannot 
better provide for them, than by giving 
ourselves, and teaching them to give their 
Jirst fruits to him. The full discussion of 
the question would, however, occupy more 
time than we can at present give it. We 
must fall back upon the absolute declara- 
tion in the text. " Honour the Lord with 
thy substance, and with the first fruits of 
all thine increase ; so shall thy barns be 
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Jilkd with plenty^ and thy presses shall 
burst out with new wine.'' 

We shall proceed, in the last place, to 
consider the method by which the duty 
enjoined in the text may be, in our own 
case, most effectually performed. 

Some are accustomed to consider that 
our only way of doing good is to assist 
and relieve our poorer neighbours, and 
thus honour God in the manifestation of 
regard to our brethren. This duty is not to 
be neglected, but there is much difficulty 
in knowing how to distribute pecuniary 
aid without producing evils even greater 
than those which we intend to prevent. 

Poverty, for the most part, arises from 
idleness, mismanagement, or vice, and to 
give our aid is too often to encourage the 
idle and vicious, and to interfere with that 
check which Providence has put upon 
those who neglect his precepts. How 
often, my brethren, have we found our- 
selves deceived by some mock tale of ima- 
ginary woe, and defrauded by those whose 
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comfort and support we have done all in 
our power to promote ! We must not 
steel our hearts against compassion, 
remembering that we are all brethren; 
and that God, our heavenly Father, has 
exhorted us in his word to remember the 
poor. It is, however, our duty to look 
beyond them in our endeavours to carry 
out the precept enjoined in the text. 

Another method by which God is ho- 
noured is by the aid and assistance rendered 
to his ministers; but happily your ministers 
are provided for from other sources, so that 
in this respect, excepting so far as the mani- 
festation of sympathy and kind feeling goes, 
you are deprived of the opportunities, 
even if you had the will, by aiding them, 
to honour God, whose servants they are. 
You must therefore look still further 
if you wish to devote yoxxv Jirst fruits to 
God, and secure those blessings which 
are to be obtained therefrom. And this op- 
portunity you have now, my brethren, pre- 
sented to you ; and it is for you to deter- 
mine, whether from gratitude toyour Divine 
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Benefactor, and in reliance upon the pro- 
mise, you will obey the command or not. 

After serious deliberation, you have 
come to the determination that the present 
temple of God shall make way for another, 
in which ample accommodation shall be 
made for the poor, and that those who have 
heretofore had an excuse for absenting 
themselves from public worship, shall have 
that excuse no longer. You have so far 
done well. Your Rector and Church- 
wardens have been indefatigable in their 
exertions, and those to whom you natur- 
ally look for an example have liberally 
come forward to aid you, rather than them- 
selves, inasmuch as their accommodation 
was sufficient for them before ; and, in this 
respect, they can gain nothing by the 
change. Strangers too have bountifully sub- 
scribed/tfand Majesty herself has aided the 
cause. It is a natural question, what have 
you yourselves done, or are you proposing 
to do ? Are you forward in promoting the 
honour of your God, or are you negligent 
and careless respecting it? The means 
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required are almost raised— a little exer- 
tion on your own part only is necessary to 
complete the object. I have no doubt 
that this exertion will be made, and it is 
with the view of hastening it, that I have 
this morning introduced this subject to 
your notice ; but do not suppose that I 
am about to use language of supplication, 
in order to induce you to come forward. 
I know too well what your duty is. I 
know well that gratitude to Him who has 
overloaded you with blessings will, if pro- 
perly I'elt, induce you to open your hands 
liberally in furtherance of his cause; and 
I have now shown you that your temporal 
interest may be most effectually secured by 
embracing this opportunity of coming for- 
ward in his service, who requires no duty 
without providing a reward for it, and will 
have no sacrifice made for him without 
repaying it a thousand-fold. If you will 
neglect the opportunity, you must not re- 
proach us. We shall afford the means of 
aiding us to the poorest among you, as- 
sured that the widow's mite will call down 
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upon it blessings from above. V\ e shall 
then have discharged our duty ; and should 
you find hereafter your property failing 
in your hand ; your riches taking to them- 
selves wings and flying away — your 
means of providing for your families gra- 
dually diminishing, — persons leaving you 
for others, or perhaps failing in your debt, 
— ^you may then, if you do not now, wish 
you had complied with the injunction of 
the text 9 and acknowledge the justice of 
that Providence whose requirements you 
so decidedly neglected, when you had so 
fair an occasion presented you of fulfilling 
them. I trust there will not be one 
amongst you, man, woman, or child, high 
or low, rich or poor, that will not contri- 
bute something to this glorious under- 
taking. And this, I entreat, not for the 
sake of the work, for that is in God's hand, 
and will surely be accomplished ; but be- 
cause I regard you all too much to be will- 
ing that one amongst you should be with- 
out the promised blessing ; that one should 
be inactive when the glory of our all- 
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bountiful Creator and Benefactor is in 
view. 

Should there, however, be one who can 
look back upon the mercies he has received 
with indifference, who can forget the ma- 
nifestations and interpositions of divine 
Providence in his favour, when without 
those interpositions he would have been 
an outcast in the wide world, who can 
spurn the bounty to which he is indebted 
for all things — if there is one who regards 
not the promised blessing of God, and 
dares to show to the world around him 
that he despises the command, the conse- 
quences must be on his own head ; upon 
himself and upon his family he has no 
right to expect a blessing ; but such a case, 
my brethren, surely cannot exist, surely 
all are ready to exert themselves to the 
utmost in so glorious a cause. Should 
this, however, not be the case, we must 
not hesitate ; and even should difficullies 
arise, we must let nothing hinder us in 
our course, until we see the object fully 
accomplished. And when at last all difH- 
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culties are surmounted, when the new tem- 
ple is completed, we will erect our £be- 
nezer, and say, *' Hitherto hath the Lord 
helped us:'' he will have afforded the 
means, and to him shall be all the praise. 
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I say unto you, that likewise joy shall be 
in heaven over one sinner that repenteth. 

The various engagements which occupy 
the mind of man^ as he passes through 
this world of probation and trial, tend 
much to withdraw him from the contem- 
plation of that which shall be hereafter, 
and although he may be often filled with 
an over anxiety about the concerns and 
the results of his plans in this world, it is 
but seldom that he carries his views be- 
yond the grave, and looks forward to those 
eternal realities which revelation, and re- 
velation alone, has opened to his view. 
Notwithstanding many reasons may be 
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adduced, it would be difficult to account 
for it satisfactorily, had we not the inspired 
volume to guide us in our researches ; but 
this opens the recesses of the heart, this 
tells us that man has departed from his 
original righteousness; that his desires 
have changed from their original aim, that 
his views which were in his original crea- 
tion heavenward, and looking to God for 
their end, now have become fixed upon 
earth and sinful pleasures ; that he is 
ready to forfeit the real enjoyment which 
is laid up in store for all them that love 
holiness, for the vain and evanescent 
pleasures of this transitory scene — and 
that, born for happiness and heaven, by 
his folly and his crime he sinks himself to 
endless misery and woe. 

The conceptions formed of heaven by 
unassisted reason, have been for the most 
part according to the varied characters and 
dispositions of those who have formed 
them. We find, however, that in some 
way or other, all ages have looked forward 
to a reward of virtue, and a punishment 
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of vice, beyond the grave ; and whether we 
look back to the nations of antiquity fill- 
ing their elysium with the shades of de- 
parted heroes ; Mahomet inspiring his 
followers with the hope of sensual enjoy- 
ment; or the savage Indian looking forward 
to the time when his revenge shall be 
satiated, by drinking from the skulls of his 
slaughtered enemies ; we see the idea of 
future bliss formed from the prevailing de- 
sire of the individual whilst here, and the 
happiness of heaven to them only a con- 
tinuation of their enjoyments on earth* 
The inspired volume opens to us a different 
view, and at once brings us back to purer 
and holier conceptions of that place, which 
God in a more particular manner favours 
with his presence, where angels and arch- 
angels surround his throne, and where the 
spirits of the just made perfect, of those 
who have washed their robes and made 
them white in the blood of the Lamb, for 
ever dwell. The paradise in which our 
first parents were placed was a type of 
this glorious abode — its trees and fruits. 
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its fields arrayed in verdure and adorned 
with flowers, the life which breathed in 
its winds and flowed in its rivers, the 
serenity of its sky, and the splendour of 
its sunshine, together with the immortality 
which gilded and burnished all its beau- 
tiful scenes^ have filled the heart with 
rapture, and awakened the most romantic 
visions of the imagination. The poets of 
the west, and still more those of the east, 
have down to the present hour kindled at 
the thought of this scene of beauty and 
fragrance, and the very name of Eden has 
ever met the eye as a gem in the verse 
that it adorned ; nay, it has been transferred 
by God himself to the world of glory, and 
thus, as well as a type, become one of the 
appropriate designations of heaven. To 
him that overcometh, saith our Saviour, 
will I give to eat of the tree of life which 
is in the midst of the paradise of God. 

If the earthly paradise has been so de« 
lightful to the human mind, if the human 
heart has ever sighed over the loss of this 
happy residence, it must certainly be a more 
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delightful, as well as a more rational em- 
ployment, to contemplate a paradise won- 
derfully superior both in its nature and 
duration, peculiarly gratifying if we con- 
sider ourselves as pilgrims and strangers 
in the present world, but looking for a 
permanent residence beyond the grave, a 
city which hath foundations, whose builder 
and whose maker is God. 

St. John, in his description of the New 
Jerusalem, has described it in the most 
glowing colours which the language of 
man oan use : ^^ And he carried me away 
in the spirit to a great and high mountain, 
and shewed me that great city, the holy 
Jerusalem, descending out of heaven from 
God, having the glory of God ; and her 
light was like unto a stone most precious, 
even like a jasper stone, clear as crystal ; 
and had a wall great and high, and had 
twelve gates, and at the gates twelve 
angels; and the wall of the city had 
twelve foundations, and in them the names 
af the twelve apostles of the Lamb ; and 
the building of the wall of it was of jas- 
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per : and the city was pure gold, like anto 
clear glass : and the foundations of the 
wall of the city were garnished with all 
manner of precious stones. The first foun- 
dation was jasper ; the second sapphire ; 
the third a chalcedony ; the fourth an 
emerald; the fifth sardonyx; the sixth 
sardius ; the seventh chrysolite; the eighth 
beryl; the ninth a topaz; the tenth a 
chrysoprasus; the eleventh a jacinth ; the 
twelfth an amethyst. And the twelve 
gates were twelve pearls : every several 
gate was of one pearl : and the street of 
the city was pure gold, as it were trans- 
parent glass. And I saw no temple 
therein : for the Lord God Almjighty and 
the Lamb are the temple of it. And the 
city had no need of the sun, neither of the 
moon to shine in it : for the glory of God 
did lighten it, and the Lamb is the light 
thereof. And the gates of it shall not be 
shut at all by day : for there shall be no 
night there : and there shall in no wise 
enter into it anything that defileth, neither 
whatsoever worketh abomination, or maketh 
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a lie ; but they which are written in the 
Lamb's book of life. And he shewed me 
a pure river of water of life, clear as 
crystal, proceeding out of the throne of 
God and of the Lamb. In the midst of 
the street of it, and on either side of the 
river, was there the tree of life, which bare 
twelve manner of fruits, and yielded her 
fruit every month ; and there shall be no 
more curse ; but the throne of God and of 
the Lamb shall be in it, and his servants 
shall serve him ; and they shall see his 
face, and his name shall be in their fore- 
heads. And there shall be no night there, 
and they need no candle, neither light of 
the sun ; for the Lord God giveth them 
light, and they shall reign for ever and 
ever.'' And if this be a description of 
the place which the happy spirits are to 
enjoy, what must we say of the happiness 
of those who dwell there, with all around 
to promote their felicity ? Their own minds 
will be in the highest degree prepared to 
take full possession ; with every particle 

of sin removed, there will be no more 
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sorrow ; with all cause of anxiety gone, 
there will be no more care ; with all cause 
of strife away, they will enjoy perpetual 
peace ; no cloud will ever appear to in- 
terrupt their joy, and with hearts over- 
whelmed with gratitude, their song of 
praise and adoration will be without end. 
Well might the apostle, in anticipation of 
this blissful abode, exclaim, ^'£ye hath not 
seen, nor ear heard, neither hath it entered 
into the heart of man to conceive, what 
God hath laid up for them that love him." 

But we shall proceed to consider ; 

1st, The feeling spoken of, — Joy in 
heaven. 

2nd. The cause of it, — Over one sinner 
that repenteth. 

3rd. How we ourselves may promote 
this joy. 

In the first place we shall consider the 
feeling spoken of. " There shall be joy in 
heaven.'' The occasion of the words of 
the text being used, was this. The pub- 
licans and sinners were attracted by our 
Lord's ministry to hear him ; at this the 
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Pharisees and Scribes murmured, sayings 
^^ This maq receiveth sinners and eateth 
with them. And be spake this parable unto 
them, saying, What man of you having an 
hundred sheep, if he lose one of them, 
doth not leave the ninety and nine in the 
wilderness, and go after that which is lost, 
until he find it : and when he hath found 
it, he layeth it on his shoulder, rejoicing : 
and when he cometh home, he calleth to- 
gether his friends and neighbours, saying 
unto them. Rejoice with me, for I have 
found my sheep which was lost. I say 
unto you, that likewise joy shall be in 
heaven over one sinner that repenteth. 
Either what woman having ten pieces of 
silver, if she lose one piece, doth not light 
a candle and sweep the house, and seek 
diligently till she find it ; and when she 
hath found it, she calleth her friends and 
neighbours together, saying. Rejoice with 
me, for I have found the piece which I had 
lost. Likewise I say unto you. There is 
joy in the presence of the angels of God, 
over one sinner that repenteth." 
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Our Lord thus endeavoured to sbow to 
his disciples, that the conduct of man i?vhilst 
on earth was not only of interest to those 
around, but that the inhabitants of heaven 
were earnest spectators of his actions and 
partakers of his joj/y and that as a man re- 
joices more in finding that which he may 
have lost, and values more that which has 
been difficult to obtain, so the angels of hea* 
ven rejoice moreover the lost and perishing 
sinner who is brought back into the fold 
of Christ, and whose salvation could have 
never been procured had not the Son of 
God died for him, than they do over all 
those whose condemnation had never ex- 
cited their fears, or of whose eternal hap- 
piness they had never any doubt. There 
is more joy — says our Lord, as if he had 
said that even the joj/s of heaven are in- 
creased. Thus we perceive that that which 
is the peculiar character of heaven, and 
without which we can form no idea of that 
happy place, admits of increase and the 
well being of the inhabitants of this world 
tends to the consummation of it. 
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The joy which often visits this lower 
world is but transient in its character, and 
when it appears it is too frequently 
the prelude to additional sorrow and woe« 
As we often see the glorious luminary 
which God has made to cheer and animate 
all nature rising in full splendour, and re- 
joicing as a giant to run its course, long 
ere it has arrived in the midst of his career, 
enveloped in clouds of blackest hue, 
which, if it for a moment penetrates it, is 
only to make the surrounding vapours still 
blacker by the contrast, though, if we 
watch it till it approach the close of its 
journey, we may find the clouds which 
gathered round all disappeared, or, if re- 
maining, only serving to make the splen- 
dour of its departure still more glorious ; 
so we find that the feeling of joy^ if 
it appears for a short time playing in 
the smiles of the infant, or seated on the 
countenance of youth, as man approaches 
the meridian of life, cares and anxieties 
becloud his brow, and joy seldom sits 
where once it loved to dwell ; and even 
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should it for a moment come to cheer him 
ID his path, it is but like the deceptive 
meteor which mocks him with its illusive 
glare, or like the lightning's flash, which 
is almost always followed by the thunder 
and the storm which it has itself produced. 
It is only as man approaches the period 
when his sun goes down, that, in prospect 
of a better and brighter world, his joys 
shine out with a purer and more serene 
lustre, which the storms and clouds that 
have passed serve only to brighten by the 
contrast ; but still these transitory joys tell 
us of the happy abode where they shall be 
perpetual, as the unsatisfactory nature of 
all earthly good points out the place where 
our utmost desires shall be satisfied, and 
the peace which for a moment tenants the 
human bosom, speaks of the haven of 
eternal rest. But although owv joys ^xe 
so transitory and so often the prelude to 
sorrow, still life would be but a dreary 
scene without them. Every mother can 
tell the joy with which she beheld the 
first smile that played around the lips of 



SERMON IV. 87 

her infant child, and how it made her for- 
get all her grief and all her trouble ; and 
although she finds care and anxiety in 
providing for the wants of those she loves, 
still the enjoyments of her children are the 
sources of her purest happiness. 

This joy we sometimes see experienced 
by a whole nation, when upon some great 
occasion all hearts beat in unison, and one 
feelingof satisfaction predominates in every 
breast. The news of a victory, the accession 
of a sovereign, the birth of a prince , are 
deemed worthy of national triumph; and 
when the overwhelming effects of music is 
brought with full chorus in the heart- 
cheering words, God save the Queen ! Let 
the Queen live for ever ! a thrill of joy 
spreads through every bosom, and every 
other feeling is for the moment lost in that 
of loyalty and devotion; but could we 
bring to our aid all the power that music 
can produce — could we join in one feeling 
all ihejoy that a united nation can mani- 
fest — nay, more, could we summon in one 
moment all the joy that the whole earth 
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can show, we should form but a faint idea 
of that feelingspoken of in the text — where 
the joy of those holy beings is referred to, 
whose existence is an existence of joy^ 
who know nothing of sorrow — of those 
blessed spirits who are for ever employed 
in singing the praises of Him who has re- 
deemed them, in union with angels and 
archangels who have never sinned, but 
whose happiness it is to unite in the wor- 
ship of Him whose name is above every 
name, both in heaven and earth, who hath 
created all things, and for whose pleasure 
they are and were created. 

But we shall proceed, in the second 
place, to consider, the cause of this feeling 
— Over one sinner that repenteth. 

All the knowledge we possess of the 
nature of angels is derived from scripture, 
and to its pages we must therefore go for 
any information we desire. We find that 
they are there described as the highest 
order of intelligent beings, that they stand 
in the immediate presence of God : thus, " I 
am Gabriel," said the angel, who appeared 



SERMON IV. 89 

to Zachariah. ** I am Gabriel who stand in 
the presence of God." That they are en- 
dowed with wonderful power : thus an 
angel destroyed, in three days, three score 
and ten thousand persons out of Judah 
and Israel, in consequence of the sin of 
David in numbering the people, and an angel 
destroyed in one night of the army of 
Sennacherib, a hundred fourscore and 
five thousand men. They are possessed 
too of wonderful activity : a proof of this 
may be seen in the 9th chapter of the 
Book of Daniel, where we find that some 
time in the day Daniel set himself to seek 
the Lord in fasting and prayer ; that after 
bis prayer was begun, the commandment 
was given to Gabriel to explain to him the 
vision and prophecy. Gabriel came to 
Daniel while he was yet speaking ; and 
thus, during the time that he was em- 
ployed in uttering his prayer, Gabriel 
came from the supreme heaven to this 
world. Angels are possessed, too, of con- 
summate holiness. This is shown by their 
joy and praise at the creation, their transport 
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at the birth of the Redeemer, and the union 
of glory to God in the highest, and good will 
towards men, disclosed by that wonderful 
event, and more especially by this declara- 
tion of our Lord of their noble and dis- 
interested exultation in the repentance of 
ruined sinners; for if we for a moment con- 
sider, we must be struck with the difference 
which exists between these holy and pure 
beings, and the children of sinful man. 
Look at that poor miserable outcafit, the 
child of the beggar, from his birth trained 
to suffering and hardihood — nursed, if he 
can be said to be nursed at all, on a coarse, 
scanty, and precarious pittance, holding 
life only as a tenant at will, combating, 
from the first dawnings of intellect, with 
insolence, cold, and nakedness — originally 
taught to beg and steal, driven from the 
doors of men by the porter or the house- 
dog ; he is regarded as an alien from the 
family of Adam ; like his kindred worms, 
he creeps through life in the dust, and is 
at last, perhaps, shut up in a prison, and 
terminates his existence on the gallows, or 
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buried by some stranger, who remembers 
that although a beggar he was still a 
man. The proud Pharisee, when he 
meets him, may turn away from the 
wretch with disgust, the worshipper of 
mammon may avoid him as he would 
the pestilence, and the officers of justice 
may think that they are doing their coun- 
try good and God service, by removing 
such nuisances out of the pale of society. 
But, let us ask, what angels, and those 
who are around the throne of God feel ? 
They weep not over the wretched outcast, 
because there is no room there for tears 
and lamentations, but heaven is in expec- 
tation to hear, if from the prison's gloom 
there be the sigh of contrition or] the tear 
of penitence, and if so, the news at once 
spreads through the conclave of heaven. 
Renewed j(7j^ occupies the breasts of those 
beings who are ever happy, and thus is 
fulfilled the declaration of the text. 
There is joy in heaven over one sinner that 
repenteth ; and lest that should be sup- 
posed to be merely a strong mode of ex- 
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pression, it is twice repeated, as if our 
Lord intended to say, ** As surely as a man 
finding a sheep which be has lost, rejoices ; 
as surely as a woman rejoices if she find 
money which she has lost ; so surely do 
the angels of God rejoice, so surely is their 
joy in heaven over one sinner that re- 
penteth." 

And why is this? In the first place, 
they know what the happiness of heaven 
is ; they have ever dwelt in the immedi- 
ate presence of God, and know the joy 
there is in serving and worshipping him— 
they know too, that when a man repents, 
he has made the first step towards that 
happy place, and that when he has spent 
a few short years, at most, in this lower 
world, he will then join the blessed spirits 
above, in hymning the praises of their 
Redeemer. They rejoice when a sinner 
repenteth. 

In the second place, because they know 
the miseries from which he has escaped : 
they know, too, that the angels who kept 
not their first state, are reserved in ever- 
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lasting chains under darkness, unto the 
judgment of the great day ; and that the 
SODS of men who have died uninterested 
in the sacrifice of Christ, will be con- 
demned for ever to misery and woe. It is 
written in letters, which he that runs may 
read, ** The soul that sinneth it shall die, 
and there is no repentance in the grave 
whither ye are hasting." they know that 
as man leaves this world, his destination is 
for ever fixed ; that then it will be said, ^^He 
that is unjust let him be unjust still, and 
he that is filthy let him be filthy still, and 
he that is righteous let him be righteous 
still, and he that is holy let him be holy 
still." 

But let us remember, my brethren, 
whilst we acknowledge that angels may 
be better informed on these subjects than 
ourselves, we have quite sufficient for 
the direction of our steps aright in the 
path of happiness and heaven, and for 
a moment ask ourselves, whether we be- 
lieve that there has been joy in heaven on 
our account. We have fathers and mo- 
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thers, husbands and wives, and children 
there: has the glad sound been beard 
throughout the heavenly regions, that 
they whom they so loved on earth, have 
begun a career which will only terminate 
in the world of glory ? O my brethren, 
examine yourselves, diligently examine 
yourselves, and see if your hearts and 
affections are set heavenward ; if you have 
repented of your former sins and ini- 
quities, and determined, by the help of, 
and reliance upon, the merits of your Sa- 
viour, to lead a new life and devote your fu- 
ture days to his service, and to the promo- 
tion of his glory ; for consider, there are 
but two roads, the one strait and narrow^ 
leading to heaven, the other broad and 
much frequented, leading to hell. And 
who is willing to dwell with everlasting 
burnings ? Which of you does not trem- 
ble at the very thought of meeting the 
anger of God, of being destroyed eter^ 
nally, of dying day by day for ever? 
Which of you does not shrink with hor- 
ror from the apprehension of sustaining 
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this dreadful character of absolute turpi* 
tude, of becoming an eternal enemy af 
God, and of every intelligent being — of 
being known by others and knowing him- 
self to be only guilty, odious, and despi- 
<;able throughout endless ages ? which of 
you is not overwhelmed with amazement 
at the thought of living for ever in the 
midst of fiends and fiend-like men ; being 
tossed and convulsed by furious passions, 
rankling with envy, malice, and rage ; 
hating truth and righteousness, forming no 
plan, pursuing no purpose, but to dis* 
honour God, and to ruin each other ? Do 
not your hearts die within you, and be- 
come as stone, at the thought of inhabit- 
ing that world whose light is as darkness, 
and which is overspread with the shadow 
of death ; of dwelling in endless solitude 
in the regions of mourning, lamentation, 
and woe; alone in the midst of multitudes, 
without a friend, without a comfort, with- 
out hope? When, my brethren, you con- 
sider the dreadful alternative, that there 
is no means of escape without repentance, 
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can you wonder that those holy, pure, 
and benevolent beings who are ever 
around the throne of God, of those who 
have gone before you into the world of 
glory, should rejoice over one sinner that 
repenteth ? And when you consider this, 
should you not be ready by all the means 
in your power to increase that joy^ both 
by your own repentance and the causing 
the repentance of all those who surround 
you? 

And this leads me to the third consider- 
ation — How we may promote this joy. 

But before I make any further observa- 
tions, let me ask, do you believe the doc- 
trine ? — you have often read it, you have 
often heard it, but do you believe it ? We 
should, be assured, want nothing to induce 
us to exertion in the cHristian cause^ if 
our faith failed not. But in a congrega- 
tion of professing Christians, we need 
not surely argue the point, we have 
only to consider and be satisfied with 
the repeated declaration of our Saviour, 
'^ There is joy in heaven over one sinner 
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that repenteth — ^there is joy in the pre* 
sence of the angels of God over one 
sinner that repenteth." What a source of 
happiness this opens, my brethren^ to our 
view ! We lose a friend, who has been 
our comfort in affliction, our joy in pros- 
perity ; nature struggles and yields, it is 
true, but not without repining, although 
consoled by the reflection of David, I 
shall go to him, although he will not return 
to me. The remembrance that the beloved 
object IS safe for eternity ^ that eternal happi- 
ness is secure, whatever dangers may 
attend our own, afibrds true consolation ; 
but selfishness must yield to a still holier 
feeling, when we consider that he is not 
lost, he is only invisible, and that we are 
still able to promote his joy, whose hap- 
piness on earth was the object of our 
every thought ; for there is joy in heaven 
over one sinner that repenteth. Who 
among you does not remember the closing 
scene of some dear relative, some father 
or mother, husband or wife, son or daugh- 
ter ? how bitter was the parting moment ! 

F 
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The last look, the last words, still lie 
riveted in your mind. And surely you 
have not foi^otten your thoughts at that 
moment. ^ Could I bring him or her back 
again, my life I would not consider dear 
unto me, that I might prove my affection 
by my kindness and devotion." And yet 
do you believe your friends are in heaven ? 
then why wish to deprive them of hap- 
piness ? rather look to yourselves ; see to it, 
that by your own repentance, and by bring- 
ing your children and neighbours around 
you to repentance, you promote their hap- 
piness ; remembering that there is joy in 
heaven over one sinner that repenteth. 

But we must return to the consideration 
of the manner in which men are brought 
to repentance. The Divine Being who has 
the hearts of all at his disposal, can make 
use of the humblest instruments to pro- 
mote his glory^ and employs various means 
to bring sinners to repentance; but the 
means which he has in a peculiar manner 
appointed, is the preaching of the Gospel^ 
for which he has set apart a body of men 
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in all ages, whose peculiar duty and ho- 
nour it is : he has made it, however, a 
peculiar characteristic of his Gospel, that 
it should be preached to the poor, and in 
order to encourage the laity in assisting 
and aiding in this grand work, he has 
promised temporal blessings to those who 
honour him with their substance, and 
assured them that by giving the means of 
promoting the repentance of sinners^ they 
are fellow-workers with God himself, and 
agents in promoting the happiness ofhea^ 
ven. I have on a former occasion referred 
to this subject, and it has afforded much 
satisfaction to the officers of the church 
to see with what readiness many have come 
forward to promote the interests of the 
Redeemer's kingdom ; but we may be as- 
sured that the time is coming when in- 
stead of thinking we have done much, we 
shall be surprised that we could have 
for a moment hesitated. The period for 
exertion will soon be over with all of us ; 
but still whilst the opportunity is left to 
us we must be up and doing. We have 

F 2 
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one before us, who has spent his life in 
the cause, and who must, as he finds age 
treading upon him, be often contemplat- 
ing the time when he shall have to render 
an account of his stewardship to Him 
who only has a right to demand it. How 
desirous ought we to be, my brethren, that 
his last days should be his best days, and 
that ere he lay his aged head in the 
grave, whither we are all hasting, he 
should see that provision made for the 
poor of his flock, which may be the 
means of bringing generations yet unborn 
to the knowledge of Jesus, and of diffus- 
ing joy among the inhabitants of heaven, 
when this generation is gathered to our 
fathers 1 But which of us, my brethren, 
is not called upon by the same considera- 
tion ? We are all dying creatures ; the 
grave no sooner closes upon one than it 
calls for another; the habiliments of 
mourning are ever amongst us, and if we 
are hoping — and which of us does not 
hope — to join the blessed assembly above, 
regard for our own joy^ as well as for that 
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of others, when we have departed this life, 
will stimulate us to exertion for the re- 
pentance and eternal salvation of sinners. 

Many of you have contributed, and that 
very liberally, in furtherance of the cause 
which I am again presenting to your 
notice, and which is more particularly 
specified on the cards which I have this 
morning laid before you. One object for 
which they are there placed is, that 
strangers who visit our church, but w)io 
cannot be expected to contribute . much, 
may amongst their friends raise some- 
thing, in order to provide for the accom- 
modation of the poor who cannot provide 
for themselves: but the principal object 
is, I confess, that you may introduce them 
into your families, and among your ac- 
quaintance; so that your servants, and 
your little children, even the little lambs 
of the flock, may early learn to follow 
their Saviour, and be taught that their 
first object in life is to be about their 
heavenly Father's business. 

That much may be done in this way, 
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and that a blessing will come upon 
all who exert themselves, I have no 
doubt; so convinced am I of the truth 
of it, that if collectors could be obtained, 
I should be glad to see them visiting 
the cottages of the poor, and enabling 
even the humblest, the vndow with 
her two mites, to be ?^ fellow-worker with 
Godj and thus to call down the blessing 
of heaven upon her humble but honest 
exertions. Already the work has been 
begun, and as far as it is gone it has 
prospered. Many of the children of this 
congregation have laboured in the cause, 
and I have this morning to thank, publicly 
to thank, the servants of many of your 
families, for their liberal contributions to 
the object we have in view. 

But there is one circumstance, which I 
<;annot be satisfied without bringing before 
you, and urging upon the serious consi* 
deratito of every parent. Pi-eviously to 
the departure of my young friends in the 
gallery for their vacation, I called them 
together, and requested that they would 
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make some exertions in the cause, for 
although they might not be able to do 
much, still the parish had a fair claim 
upon them and their friends for assistance, 
as you bad accommodated them with sit- 
tings for a long period, for which they 
never as yet had paid anything. I did 
not, then, my friends, tell them of the 
obligations you were under to them, 
neither that it was my duty or your 
interest to accommodate them to the 
utmost of our power. 

I was not satisfied with merely giving 
those who were with me at present an op- 
portunity of doing good, but wrote to 
several of those who had been with me 
before ; from one little boy, about ten 
years of age, who was removed about this 
time last year when it pleased divine 
providence to visit my family with afflic- 
tion, in order to join his brother who was 
at college in town, I received a letter 
which much gratified me. After recount- 
ing his success in his school exploits, he 
says, " I have just carried oflf two prizes. 
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and I have been monitor of my class ;" he 
then closes his letter with a postscript — 
" I shall do all I can for the card'^ And 
these, my brethren, are, I believe, the 
last words he ever wrote. I heard no 
more of him until I saw his death a few 
days after announced in the daily obituary. 
And if this had been all, I should have 
perhaps forgotten that he had been thus 
at last employed ; but in reply to a letter 
which I wrote, his afflicted parent says^ 
^' I have to return you my sincere thanks 
for your very kind note of sympathy and 
condolence. We had before felt much 
for you on the occasion of your own late 
affliction, but knew that no consolation 
would be available, save only the hand 
from which the affliction came ; and this 

• 

we knew you would have recourse to. I 
have endeavoured to seek the same in 
my recent loss, and I trust it has pleased 
God to grant me grace to meet his will 
with due submission. My dear little boy 
was ill for ten days, duridg which time 
he appeared to undergo much suffering, 
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but as he was delirious most of the time, 
I trust he was in some degree unconscious 
of it. Among his mental ramblings, he 
talked of going to Hanwell with his little 
card.'' If no other good had resulted, my 
friends, this would have amply repaid me. 
To think that the sweet little fellow whom 
we had trained from his very childhood, 
whose intellectual powers were of the 
highest order, and whose disposition was 
most lovely, should have thus at last been 
employed ; that in his last moments, 
Hanwell had been associated with doing 
good; with him it was Hanwell and hap- 
piness, and we trust that with him it was 
Hanwell and heaven. These, my bre- 
thren, are the glorious rewards for our 
exertions ; rewards with which no earthly 
titles, no earthly honours, can be for a 
moment compared. And if this affords 
joy to me, tell me, ye who are parents, 
what comfort his afflicted father must re- 
ceive from the consideration that his be- 
loved child was in his last moments thus 
employed ! But may not this soon be 
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your case ? may not that beloved boy be 
soon prostrate on the bed of death ? may 
not that sweet girl to whom you are so 
devoted, be ere long a pale livid corpse 
before you? Death spares not because 
we love. And should this be the case, 
would you not rejoice to have taught your 
children to have promoted that joy of 
which you will then trust they are par- 
takers. And even should they survive 
you, it will afford you consolation when 
you leave them, to know that you have 
taught them that their ^r^< efforts must 
be in the service of their God. 

But I must conclude. I have been led 
on much longer than I anticipated, but 
the subject is one of the utmost impor- 
tance, both for the present and future 
generations. 

In the Sermons lately addressed to you, 
having first pointed out the way to raise 
the meanSf I have endeavoured to show 
that your duty calls upon you, as Chris- 
tians, to provide for the preaching of 
the Gospel to the poor, and that your welfare 
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will be promoted by giving liberally ; and 
I now intreat you to assist us by your 
regard for the immortal souls of those who 
are ready to perish around you, by your 
love to your children, by the interest you 
have in your own eternal happiness, and 
above all, by your affection to those you 
have gone before you, whom, though 
you see not, still your love, remembering 
that angels and the glorified spirits above 
are interested in the work, since ^ there is 
Joy in heaven over one sinner that re- 
penteth.^' 
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Ezra vii. 27. 

Blessed be the Lord God of our fathers^ 
which hath put such a thing as this in 
the king's heart, to beautify the house of 
the Lord tvhich is in Jerusalem. 

The attentive perusal of the sacred 
Scriptures proves to us the earnest desire 
the good men of all ages had to pro- 
mote the glory of God, and the im- 
portance they attached to the erection of 
altars and temples to his honour. Thus, 
we read that Abraham, who is called the 
father of the faithful, and in a peculiar 
manner the friend of God^ immediately 
after he had, in obedience to the command 
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of God, left his country and his father's 
house, erected an altar, (Gen. xii. 6.) 
^'And Abram passed through the land 
unto the place of Sechem, and the Lord 
appeared unto Abram, and said, Unto thy 
seed will I give this land ; and there 
builded he an altar unto the Lord who 
appeared unto him ; and he removed from 
thence to Bethel, unto a mountain on the 
east, and there he builded an altar unto 
the Lord, and called upon the name of the 
Lord;" and again, in the 18th verse of 
the 13th chapter, we read : ^* And Abram 
removed his tent, and came and dwelt in 
the plain of Mamre, which is in Hebron, 
and built there an altar unto the Lord.'' 
In the 26th chapter^ 25th verse, we 
read that Isaac the son of Abraham imi- 
tated bis father in this respect. ** And he 
went up from thence to Beersheb^, .^od 
the Lord appeared to him the siame.Qtglit 
and saidf I am the God of Abraham, thy 
father,, , fear not, for I am with thee, aad 
will bless thee, and will multiply thee, for 
my servant Abraham's sake. And he 
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builded an altar there, and called upon 
the name of his €rod/* Jacob too, after 
lie had been delivered from the expected 
anger of his brother Esau, bought a parcel 
of a field, and erected an altar there, 
which he called EUelohe Israel — God, the 
God of Israel. The zeal which the Is- 
radites in the wilderness manifested in 
this cause is declared in the 35th chapter 
of the book of Exodus — " Moses spake 
unto all the congregation of the children 
of Israel, saying. This is the thing which 
the Lord commanded, saying, Take ye from 
among you an offering unto the Lord, 
whosoever is of a willing heart let him 
bring it, an offering of the Lord. And all 
the congregation of the children of Israel 
departed from the presence of Moses. 
And they came, every one whose heart 
stirred him up» and they brought the 
Lord's offering to the work of the taber- 
nacle of the congregation ; and for all his 
service, and for the holy garments. And 
they came« both men and women, as many 
as were willing-bearted, and brought 
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bracelets, and earrings, and rings, and 
tablets, all jewels of gold : and every man 
that offered, offered an offering of gold 
unto the Lord. And every man, with 
whom was found blue, and purple^ and 
scarlet, and fine linen, brought them ; and 
all the women that were wise-hearted, did 
spin with their hands, and brought that 
which they had spun both of blue and of 
purple, and of scarlet, and of fine linen. 
The children of Israel brought a willing 
offering unto the Lord, every man and 
woman whose heart made them willing to 
bring for all manner of work, which the 
Lord had commanded to be made by the 
hand of Moses." And such was their de- 
votion in the cause, that builders com- 
plained, that ** the people bring much more 
than enough for the service of the work 
which the Lord commanded to make. 
And Moses gave commandment, and they 
caused to be proclaimed throughout the 
camp, saying. Let neither man tior woman 
make any more work for the sanctuary. 
So the people were restrained from bring- 
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ing. For the stuff they had was suffici* 
ent for all the work to make it, and too 
much'^ Joshua, too, who led the people 
into the promised land, built an altar unto 
the Lord God of Israel in mount Ebal^ 
and they offered thereon burnt-offerings 
unto the Lord, and sacrificed peace-offer- 
ings. We read too in the book of Judges, 
of Gideon building an altar unto the 
Lord ; and no sooner had the Lord given 
David rest from all his enemies, than the 
king said unto Nathan, '^ See now, I 
dwell in an house of cedar, but the ark 
of God dwelleth within curtains;" and 
although he was not permitted, on ac- 
count of his numerous wars, to carry his 
design into execution, yet his conduct was 
approved, and God promised that his son 
should build him an house: *' He shall 
build an house for my name, and I will 
establish the throne of his kingdom for 
ever/' When Solomon ascended the 
throne, he sent to Hiram king of Tyre, 
^^ Behold, I purpose to build an house unto 
the name of the Lord, as the Lord spake 
unto David my father, saying, Thy son, 
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whom I will set upon thy throne in thy 
room, he shall build an house unto my 
name." 

We find that, in a succeeding age, 
Joash was careful to have the temple re- 
paired, and he made a proclamation 
through Judah and Jerusalem, to bring 
unto the Lord the collection that Moses 
the servant of God laid upon Israel in the 
wilderness, and that a blessing followed 
we have abundant proof; and of He- 
zekiah, it is expressly declared, (xxxi. 
21,) ''that in every work that he began 
in the service of the house of God, in the 
law, and in the commandments, to seek 
his God, he did it with all his heart, and 
prospered.'' 

But the time came, when for their 
wickedness, and the neglect of the wor- 
ship of the God of their fathers, the 
children of Israel were carried away cap- 
tive, and their cities, and even the tem- 
ple in which they worshipped the God of 
heaven, was destroyed. They neglected 
the worship of their God, and he delivered 
them into the hands of their enemies 
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round about. ^* They mocked the messen* 
gers of God^" says the sacred historian, 
^^and despised his words^ and misused his 
prophets, uzilil the wrath of the Lord 
arose against his people, till there was no 
remedy. Then he brought upon them the 
king of the Cbaldees, whoslew their young 
men with the sword, in the house of the 
sanctuary ; and all the vessels of the house 
of God, great and small> and the treasures 
of the house of the Lord, and the trea- 
sures of the king, and of his princes, all 
these he brought to Babylon. And they 
burnt the house of God, and brake down 
the wall of Jerusalem, and burnt all the 
palaces with fire, and destroyed all the 
goodly vessels thereof." 

But in due time God heard their 
supplication and their prayer, and when 
threescore and ten years were accom- 
plished, Cyrus, king of Persia, the con^ 
queror of Babylon, made a proclamation 
throughout all his kingdom, and put it 
also in writing : " Thus saith Cyrus 
king of Persia, all the kingdoms of 

G 5 
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the earth hath the Lord God of heaven 
given me, and he hath charged me to 
build him an house in Jerusalem, which is 
in Judah. Who is there among you of 
all his people ? the Lord his God be with 
him, and let him go up ; and whosoever 
remaineth in any place where he sojourn* 
eth, let the men of the place help him 
with silver, and with gold, and with goods, 
and with beasts, besides the free-will of* 
fering for the house of God which is in 
Jerusalem." Cyrus died, and the ene- 
mies of the Jews took advantage of this 
to hinder the work, and hired counsellors 
against the Jews, to frustrate their pur- 
pose, even until the reign of Darius king 
of Persia ; but their opposition failed 
when Darius made a decree, and com- 
manded Tatnai the governor, saying, 
" Let the work of the house of God alone. 
Let the governor of the Jews, and the 
elders of the Jews, build this house of 
God in this place." And Artaxerxes, his 
successor, went still further, and in his 
decree to Ezra, says, after having com- 
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manded him to take all the silver and 

gold which had been o£fered, ^^whatso- 

• 

ever more shall be needed for the house 
of thy God, which thou shalt have occa- 
sion to bestow, bestow it out of the king's 
treasure-house." It was with emotions 
of gratitude to him who bad thus influ- 
enced the heart of the king of Persia to 
aid him in his holy work, that Ezra 
burst out with the exclamation of the 
text, " Blessed be the Lord God of our 
fathers, which hath put such a thing as 
this in the king's heart, to beautify the 
house of the Lord which is in Jeru- 
salem." 

In our reflections upon the text we 
shall consider in the 

First place : The gratitude of the pro- 
phet — " Blessed be the Lord God of our 
fathers." 

Secondly : His acknowledgment of the 
Divine guidance, superintendence, and di- 
rection of man's good intentions — ** which 
hath put such a thing as this in the king's 
heart." 



'i 
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Thirdly : The subject of the prophet's 
gratitude — ^^ to beautify the house of the 
Lord which is in Jerusalem." 

Let us, in the first place, consider the 
gratitude of the prophet. '^Blessed be the 
Lord God of our fathers." If to confer 
benefits be to act like God, to be grateful 
for the reception is the most delightful 
feeling of humanity ; it is true that it is 
more blessed to give than to receive ; but 
when we have received blessings, it is the 
mark of uttter worthlessness not to be 
grateful to Him who has bestowed them. 
The encouragement of this feeling, so 
delightful to the human breast, is above 
all things desirable ; and one great proof 
of the adaptation of our religion to satisfy 
the wants and desires of man in his ori- 
ginal uncorrupted state, and to bring him 
back from the rebellion and ingratitude 
which is too prevalent in our corrupt 
nature, is the encouragement it gives to 
the cultivation of it. Man looks abroad 
upon creation, and he beholds everything 
around him made by his Creator for his 
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comfort and enjoyment — above, the sun 
shining in the firmament, imparting light 
and heat to all nature ; the earth, bring- 
ing forth abundantly everything necessary 
for his health and sustenance ; and if ani- 
mated by the spirit of religion and devo- 
tion of the man of God, he is led con- 
tinually to exclaim, with the Psalmist-— 
" The heavens declare the glory of God, 
and the firmament showeth his handy 
work. Day unto day uttereth speech ; 
and night unto night showeth knowledge. 
If I ascend up into heaven, thou art there ; 
if I make my bed in hell, behold, thou art 
there also 1 If I take the wings of the 
morning, and dwell in the uttermost parts 
of the sea, even there shall thy hand 
lead me, and thy right hand shall hold 
me." But it is when he contemplates 
his Maker in the work of redemption that 
his gratitude becomes of the liveliest and 
deepest kind. He contemplates himself 
as a sinner before God — a rebel against 
his Maker ; his anger ready to be poured 
upon him ; shut out from hope in this 
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world, and black despair awaiting him in 
another. But religion points out to him 
a way of escape : one become the pro- 
pitiation for sins — the Lamb sacrificed in 
his stead — the blood which speaketh better 
things than that of Abel, of whom the 
brazen serpent was but a type ; to whom 
he has but to look and live — the great 
High Priest who has offered himself a 
sacrifice, and who, having entered into 
heaven once for all, hath obtained eternal 
redemption for him. Despair gives way to 
the brightest hope, and his deliverance from 
misery calls forth emotions of the liveliest 
gratitude. With the pious David, he ex- 
claims, ** Bless the Lord, O my soul, and 
all that is within me bless his holy name. 
Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget 
not all his benefits, who forgiveth all 
thine iniquities, who healeth all thy dis- 
eases ; who redeemeth thy life from 
destruction ; who crowneth thee with 
lovingkindness and with tender mercies ; 
bless the Lord, all his works, in all places 
of his dominion ; bless the Lord, O my 
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soul." It was with this feeling of grati- 
tude influencing him, with which true 
religion ever inspires those who are the 
subjects of its power, that the pious Ezra 
cried out in the words of the text, after 
contemplating the goodness of Jehovah : 
^^ Blessed be the Lord God of our fathers 
which hath put such a thing as this in the 
king's heart, to beautify the house of the 
Lord which is in Jerusalem." 

But this leads us> to the consideration, 
in the second place, of his acknowledg- 
ment of the divine guidance, superin** 
tendence, and direction of man's good 
intentions, " Blessed be the Lord God 
of our fathers which hath put such a 
thing as this in the king's heart." 

Ezra knew well that the kingof Persia was 
too little acquainted with the God of Israel 
to have been prompted by his own natural 
inclination ; there were too many enemies 
of the children of Israel, too many in- 
disposed to the worship of their God, to 
suppose it possible that the king of Persia 
would have moved in this holy work. 
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unless he had been influenced by other 
feelings than those of his own corrupt 
heart. Cyrus, the conqueror of Babylon, 
astonished at the prophecies of Isaiah, 
which were so remarkably fulfilled in him ; 
and witnessing the miraculous preserva- 
tion of the prophet Daniel, and the wis- 
dom which emanated from him, doubtless 
felt himself bound by policy as well as 
admiration, to restore the children of 
Israel to their native country : nay more, 
it is evident, that though an idolator, 
still be reverenced the God of heaven, 
and acknowledged him as the mover of 
his actions. (Ezra i. 2.) ^^Thus saith 
C3rru8 king of Persia, The Lord God of 
heaven hath given me all the kingdoms 
of the earth ; and he hath charged me to 
build him an house at Jerusalem, which 
is in Judah." But this was at the dis- 
tance of eighty years after that event, when 
much that had taken place then had been 
forgotten : when the governors of the pro- 
vinces had for a time gained the ear of 
the king of Persia, that Artaxerxes made 
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a decree^ that not only all that belonged 
to the bouse of God should be restored, 
but whatsoever more should be required, 
should be giren out of his own treasures. 
It was on hearing this, Ezra, although he 
might, and doubtless did, feel thankful to 
the king, as the instrument of God's 
mercy to his people, still referring all to 
him who ruleth in the hearts of kings, ex- 
claimed : ^* Blessed be the God of our 
fathers, which hath put such a thing in 
the king's heart, to beautify the house of 
the Lord, which is in Jerusalem." 

And this brings us to the consideration, 
in the third place, of the subject of the 
prophet's gratitude. To beautify the 
house of God, which is in Jerusalem. 

We have before referred to the in. 
terest which their fathers had taken in 
the erection of altars, and afterwards in 
the building of the Temple at Jeru- 
salem. Constituted as they were, it 
had been, as it were, the bond of their 
nationality : and Jeroboam found no pos- 
sibility of keeping the tribes of Israel from 
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again returning to their former rightful 
sovereign, but the erection of the golden 
calves at Dan and Bethel. So long as 
the kingdom of Judah lasted, the service 
of the Temple was continued, and thrice 
a year did the people assemble in com- 
pliance with the strict commands of the 
God of their fathers. 

The interest the Jews felt in their de- 
stroyed temple may be gathered from the 
137th Psalm, where they cry in mournful 
voice — " By the rivers of Babylon, there 
we sat down, and wept when we remem- 
bered Zion. We hanged our harps upon 
the willows in the midst thereof, for there 
they that carried us away captive re* 
quired of us a song; and they that 
wasted us required of us mirth, saying. 
Sing us one of the songs of Zion. How 
shall we sing the Lord's song in a strange 
land ?'* And we read that many of the 
priests and levites, and chief of the fathers, 
who were ancient men, that had seen the 
first house when the foundation of this 
house was laid before their eyes, wept with 
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a loud voice, and many shouted aloud 
for joy; for although many of those 
things which were the ornaments of the 
first temple were not there, still it was 
known that the glory of the latter tem- 
ple should far exceed the glory of the 
first, inasmuch as the Lord of Glory would 
himself condescend to visit it. We need 
not then wonder at the rapturous emotions 
of this pious servant of God, when he 
found a heathen king ready not only 
to build, but to beautify the temple of his 
God, and that grateful for being the ho- 
noured instrument of promoting his glory, 
he should exclaim, '' Blessed be the Lord 
God of our fathers which bath put such 
a thing as this in the king's heart, to 
beautify the house of the Lord which is 
in Jerusalem." 

Let us turn my friends for a short 
time to ourselves ; and as all Scripture is 
given by inspiration of God, and is profit- 
able for doctrine, for correction, and for 
instruction in righteousness, let us see 
what we may learn from the circum- 
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ataiices referred to in ihe vords of our 
text. We are not less booad to honour 
the Lord our Gk>d, than the heathen 
kingy but infinitely more so. He bad no 
knowledge of the God of Israel, but as 
one worshipped by one of the nmnerous 
nations under his rule* It is. true, be 
might have heard of the wtHiders the God 
of Israel had formerly worked, but these he 
might have considered surpassed by many 
of the false gods of the heathens round 
about. Nevertheless, in performance of 
a former decree of a former king, from 
a reverence to the divinity of the Jews, 
and from a r^ard to his servant Ezra, he 
commanded that all should be given to 
beautify the temple at Jerusalem. 

The Jewish people of a former age, we 
have seen, showed their alacrity in the work, 
and their devotion to the service of their 
Maker, by bringing offerings to the Lord ; 
until those who were set over the work 
were compelled to request them to cease 
their gifts, since they had enough for the 
completion of the work, and more than 
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enough. They showed their gratitude to 
their God for bringing them out of the land 
of Egypt, preserving them from the dan* 
^ers of the wilderness, and giving them a 
f^romise of Canaan at the termination — iy 
givingj and that mllingly — by giving, and 
that bountifully — by giving j and that to 
overflowing J some portion of that to God, 
for all of which they were indebted to his 
mercy. And we, my friends, have only to 
look at the blessings which the God of hea- 
ven has showered upon us ; and we must 
feel ourselves, no less than they, bound by 
€very noble sentiment of our nature, to 
devote something of that which he has be* 
stowed upon us to his faonoor and service. 
He has given us life and breath, and all 
things richly to enjoy ; he has preserved 
us, and is still preserving us through the 
various trials and dangers of this wil- 
derness world ; and has provided and se- 
cured for us, by the greatest sacrifice, 
eveo the death of hie Son, the eternal 
possession of the heavenly Canaan. Our 
hearts, my brethren, must be harder than 



130 5ERM0N V. 

tbe tiether millstone, if we are inaccessible 
to these calls on our love ; they must 
be indeed corrupted and depraved, if 
they have no emotions of gratitude for fa*- 
vours so inestimable as these. That you 
are not unconcerned in the promotion of 
the glory and honour of God, it is my 
pleasing duty this morning to bear testi- 
mony, and that you have hearts grateful 
for his kind mercy and love, the temple you 
are about to erect to his name will to re- 
mote generations be sufficient evidence. 
And when I look around me, and see those 
who have made such exertions in the 
cause, who have devoted their time and 
their money to the promotion of the object 
we have in view and the little children and 
servants who have come forward to assist 
in raising a temple to Jehovah, I feel con- 
strained to cry out with the prophet, 
" Blessed be the Lord God of our fathers, 
who hath put such a thing as this in your 
heart, to beautify the house of the Lord 
your Qod." 

And if I, my brethren, feel thus, who am 
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but comparatively young in the cause, what 
must be the sentiments of your venerable 
rector, who is prevented by indisposition 
from personally addressing you. He 
would, if his feelings allowed him to speak 
to you, say, My brethren, I have long la- 
boured amongst you, but I now find old age 
creeping over me, and I must soon go the 
way whence no traveller returns. I feel that 
it must be soon with me as with my fathers; 
the place which now knows me will soon 
know me no more for ever. The silver 
cord will soon be loosed, the golden bowl 
will soon be broken, the dust will soon 
return to the earth, as it was^ and the 
spirit will return unto God who gave it. 
Soon shall I be called to give an account 
of the deeds done in the body, and we 
shall meet no more until we meet around 
the throne of God. Nevertheless, before 
I leave you, my beloved friends, I should 
like to see the temple again raised to the 
honour and glory of my God. But his 
will be done, even if I should not live to see 
it completed. " Blessed be the Lord God 
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of our fieitherei which hath put such a thing 
as this into your hearts, to beautify the 
house of the Lord your God." 

Your poorer neighbours too, whom 
you will have afforded the opportunity 
of coming to worship the Lord God of 
our fathers, who have souls to be saved, 
and a heaven to gain as well as we, when 
they find they can come into the temple 
of the Lord as their own, and hear the 
truths of the everlasting gospel uodis^ 
turbed, will pour their blessings upon yoar 
heads and say, ^^ Blessed be the Lord God 
of our fathers, which hath put such a 
thing as this into your hearts, to beautify 
the t€mple of the Lord your God.^' 

And there are those, my brethren, who 
"^lave already left us, who are gone before 
us to the heavenly Jerusalem, who are full 
participants of the joys which await the 
redeemed, who know the woorth of the 
soul, and ther<efore know the value of the 
Saviour's sacrifice ; who, having put off 
the world and all its vanities, are fully sen^ 
sible of the all-importaot concerns of ano- 
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ther world ; who watch for the coming of 
those dear to them, whom they have left 
behind. Could they, my brethren, now 
apeak to us in the language of affection 
with which they once addressed us, should 
we not hear them full of gratitude to Him 
who has set them on his own right hand, 
and of regard to us whom, while on earthy 
they so fondly loved, saying, " Blessed be 
the Lord God of our fathers, who hath put 
such a thing as this into your hearts, to 
beautify the temple of the Lord your God/' 
And our children too, who are our chief 
treasures, whose love we wish to retain, 
even after we have ourselves descended to 
the grave, and our bodies mingled with 
the dust ; when they, in after years, look 
upon this monument of our devotion and 
gratitude, may be taught to seek Him 
whom their fathers served, and bless Him 
whose honour they sought- Yes, my bre- 
thren, we are laying the best foundation for 
our children's love and respect, by glorify- 
ing their Father and ours ; and they will 
doubtless teach their children after them 

H 
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" to bless the Lord God of their fathers, 
who hath put such a thing as this into our 
hearts, to beautify the temple of the Lord 
our God/' 

But we must not forget, whilst indulg- 
ing these feelings, that this, my brethren, 
is the last day of our assembling within 
these walls — this the last time that many 
of us will meet again in this world ; and 
that ere a temple is again erected to 
the honour of Jehovah, some of us, 
whom we know not, will have bid fare- 
well to earthly scenes, and our souls 
eternally fixed either in the realms of 
happiness or in the gloomy abodes of per- 
dition and woe. There is something me« 
lancholy in this. last look — the forms of 
those we loved, who have worshipped 
with us, rise before us. Memory brings 
back the time when we came to the 
house of God in company, and we are re- 
minded that it will soon be with us as it is 
with them, and the place that knows us. 
on earth will know us no more for ever. 

Let us, my beloved brethren, ere we 
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separate for the last time^ whilst we are 
grateful that God hath put into our hearts 
to build a temple to our God, humbly 
pray that he will enable us all to walk ac- 
cording to his holy will here, and that 
none who are assembled this day in his sa- 
cred courts may be excluded from his 
temple above ; that if we never meet again 
on earth, we may all be reunited in hea- 
ven — where those who have gone before, 
and those who may come after us, with 
full knowledge of the inestimable blessings 
of gospel truth, may in the language of 
the text say to us : " Blessed be the Lord 
God of our fathers, who hath put such a 
thing as this into your hearts, to beautify 
the temple of the Lord your God." 



THE END. 
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